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Thy the Queſtion lately ſtarted by 
Dr. Middleton concerning the 


can yet perceive, affect the Being of Chriſti- 
anity, or any Way tend to weaken the great 


Evidences upon which it reſts, I think my- 
ſelf at Liberty to embrace either Side of it, 
without apprehending that I ſhall incur the 
Cenſure, or even lay myſelf open to the Suſ- 


picion of Infidelity. Indeed Charges of this 
Nature are very unbecoming thoſe who con- 


tend for the Truth, and generally very Injuri- 


ous. I perſuade myſelf that we may differ 


widely in Opinion from one another without 
„ being 
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Continuance | of Miraculous L 
Powers in the Chriſtian 
Church, _ not, ſo far as I 
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keing ill Men on either Side. Beſides, hard 
Names were never known to contribute any 
Thing towards ſettling a Diſpute ; they will 
neither ſupport a bad Cauſe, nor add Strength 
to a good one, We cannot therefore abſolve 
Dr. M. from Blame upon this Head, or 
think Mr, Doduell has been at all too free in 
animadverting upon him for it. Surely a 
Man may diſſent from Dr. M. without merit- 
ing the Title of a ferce Bigot, or hypocriti- 
cal Zealot, as well as I think Dr. M. may 
diſſent from an Opinion for many Ages re- 
ceived in the Church without bejng an Infi- 
del. 5 
"Haring premiſed thus much in 1 4 
proceed to the Particulars of the Buſineſs 1 
have undertaken. And I cannot help juſt 
obſerving as I go along that Mr. D. has 
paſſed over the Introducbory Diſcourſe with- 
out offering, a Word upon it; for which he 
gives this Realon, 66 waxy, it has been con- 

7 idered by others.” P. 1. The Expreſſion is 
indeed wary. and not improper. Tis true; 
it has been confidered by others, but I venture to 
Prondunge, not competently anſwered, There 
has been ſo little in my Opinion produced in 
Confutation of it, that it might well have 
45959 worth Mr. D $ While to have ſtopt a 
ülttle, 
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little, and given us the Satisfaction of ſeeing 
ſomething more ſubſtantial from his own 
'Pen.—But from what he has nor ſaid, let us 
e to what he has. | | 
The firſt Exception this Gente makes 
is to Dr. M's State of the Queſtion. ** The 
« preſent Queſtion, ſays the Dr, concerning 
the Reality of the Miraculous Powers of the 
primitive Church, depends on the joint 
© Credibility of the Facts, pretended to have 
< been produced by thoſe Powers, and of the 
< Witneſſes, who atteſt them. If either 
e Part be infirm, their Credit muſt ſink in + 
Proportion; and if the Facts eſpecially. be 
incredible, muſt of Courſe fall to the 
Ground, becauſe no Force of Teſtimony 
can alter the Nature of Things.” To 
which Mr. D. replies (P. 4.) * If the Mean- 
-< ing! of this. be, that no Teſtimony can 1: 
make Falſhood to become Truth, &c.” _ 4 
if the Meaning be, that no Teſtimony can 1 
ee be ſufficient to prove, that the Nature of 4 
Things may be altered, that is, that the 1 
< eſtabliſhed Laws of Nature can at any Time 
e he over-ruled or reverſed, this, &c. Now 
it is very plain to me that neither of theſe is Dr. 
Ms Meaning. It is obſervable that in the for- 
mer of theſe ſuppaſad Senſes Mr. D. has fub- 
B 2- Rituted 
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ſtituted the Words Truth and Fa ac which 
are none of Dr. M's, nor do they expreſs his 
Meaning; I agree with Mr. D. that theſe 
Words have no Relation to the preſent Sub- 
ject, which is the Credibility or Incredibility 
of Facts. No Force of Teſtimony, ſays 
the Dr, can alter the Nature of Things: | 
That is, can make a Thing credible that is 
in itſelf incredible. And is there any Thing 
obſcure in this? Is not the Senſe eaſy and 
clear of Difficulty? Or is there any Thing ab- 
ſurd in it; any Thing that implies the Impoſ- 
ſibility of any Miracles at all? I ſuppoſe it will 
be admitted that many Things may be poſſi- 
ble to Almighty Power, which are in them- 
ſelves incredible; Incredible, not becauſe they & 
are contrary to the eſtabliſhed Laws of Na- 
ture, but becauſe they are Trifling, becauſe 
' Ridiculous, becauſe to no manner of End or 
' Purpoſe. Several Miracles of this Character 
Dr. M. has produced in the Courfe of his 
Work, as delivered down to us from the ear- 
ly Ages upon the Authority of the Fathers; 
to theſe Inſtances therefore and others of the 
like Nature, his Meaning in the Paſſage un- 
der Conſideration is in all fair and equitable 
Conſtruction to be reſtrained. So that what- 
ever may be the preciſe Meaning of the ſubſe- 


quent 
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quent Part of this Paragraph, which I confeſs 
to have ſome Obſcurity in it, I cannot but 
think it great Want of Candor to ſuppoſe 
from the Whole he could have any Intention 


to invalidate the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles, 


when he has ſo many Times over, and in ſuch 


expreſs Terms admitted Miraculous Powers 


to have been exerted by them. 
The next Article Mr. D. takes into Conf:- 


deration, is what Dr. M. has laid down in 
theſe Words. So that the only Doubt, 


1 


"cc 


the Church-Hiſtorians are to be truſted or 
e not; for if any Credit be due to them in 


66. 
1 
( |}; 
(0 4 
% 


teſting, or the Nature of the Things atteſt- 


1" 


© Obſervation if true, would prove to the 
© Advantage of the Dr's Cauſe.” Herein 1 
oe with him; I think it a Queſtion of great 

nt in the prefent Diſpute, and ſhould 
glad to ſee a ſatisfactory Anſwer given to 


-— 


1. But as yet J am diſappointed ; perhaps it 


may be owing to my own Want of Diſcern- 


ment, 


« which can remain with us, is; whether 


« the preſent Caſe, it muſt reach either to 
all, or to none; becauſe the Reaſon of be- 
lieving them in any one Age, will be found 
© to be of equal Force in all, as far as it de- 
pends on the Characters of the Perſons at- 


ed.“ Mr. D. allows P. 7. that © this 
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[5 ] 
ment, but I confeſs I can diſcover nothing ! in 
Mr. D's Reaſoning concluſive againſt it. The 
particular Point I want to be aſſured of, is, To 
Which of the Hiſtorians,I am to give Credit 
and to which I am not? All Arguments that 
do not tend to throw ſome Light into. this 
Queſtion, are to my Apprehenſion quite fo- 
reign to the Purpoſe. How is this Difficulty 
ſolved by telling me, © If the Power of Mi- 
< racles was known to be frequent in the 
Church, wicked Men might take Advantage 
« of this to obtrude falſe Pretenſions; and 
ce good Men might believe them.“ All 
1 can collect from this Paſſage is, that in 
Mr. D's Opinion there were ſome wicked 
enough to impoſe, others weak enough to be 
impoſed upon ; now by theſe good Men Who 
were impoſed upon is evidently meant the 
Hiſtorians, whoſe Authority we are now diſ- 
puting; from this Conceſſion then I think it 
may fairly be argued, that if theſe Hiſtorians 
were weak enough to be impoſed upon, and 
did themſelves really believe falſe Miracles as 
well as true, they have recorded alſo falſe 
Miracles as well as true. The Point then 1 
want to be particularly informed in is, how to 
diſtinguiſh exactly and with Certainty between 
_ theſe true and falſe Miracles, tranſmitted to 
us 
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us upon the Credit of the ſame Hiſtorian. If 


either of them are to make Part of my Belief, 


I muſt have ſame ſure Rule and Mechod of 


diſcerning them apart; if no ſuch Rule or 
Method be afforded me, I muſt conclude it 


to be a Matter quite indifferent whether I be- 


lieve any of them. But after we have ſettled the 
Authority of one Hiſtorian, I want further to 
have the Bounds preciſely fixt, where we are 
to ſtop. I would fain ſee a clear and convin- 


cing Reaſon aſſigned, why we are to truſt the 


Writers of the fitſt or ſecond Century, and re- 
ject thoſe of the Third, or to admit the Teſti- 


mony of the Third, and reject that of the 
Fourth, and ſo on through every Age ſucceſ- 


ſively down to the preſent, as it is deduced by 


the Romiſh Church. It is to be wiſhed 


Mr. D. would lay down the Bar at any parti- 
cular Period of Time, and tell us, hitherto 
we are to proceed and no farther. « The 


“ Reaſon of believing in one Age, ſays the 
t Dr, will be found to be of equal Force in 
<« all, as far as it depends on the Characters of 


the Perſons atteſting, or the Nature of the 


Things atteſted.” The Character of an 
Hiſtorian depends upon his Learning, his 


Judgment and his Honeſty; Dr. M. is of 
Opinion the — of the fourth Century 


had 


[8 4 
had not leſs lonely leſs judgment, leſs 
Learning than thoſe of the Third; and he ve 
may credit his own Teſtimony, when he tells 
us, that the Hiſtory of Miracles has been 
continued among the Papiſts, by Writers in- 
ferior to none that went before them in theſe 
. Qualifications. What then ſhall we fay to 
theſe Things? What Reaſon does Mr. D. 
produce why theſe Writers are not all to be 
equally credited in their Relation of Facts? 
Till he ſpecifies a greater Difference between 
them than he has yet done, till he points out 
more particularly where their Authority be- 
Lins to leſſen, and where it totally decays, I 
ſhall be obliged to think Dr. M's Argument 
carries in it a great Shew of Probability, and 
that this Concluſion yet ſtands good againſt 
him, © the Reaſon of believing in any one 
Age, is of equal Force in all, as far as it 
ee depends on the Characters of the Perſons 
e atteſting ;” As to the Nature of the Things 
atteſted, I take the Author's Meaning in this 
to be, that all theſe Writers in their Accounts 
of Miracles atteſt ſome Things in themſelves 
_ credible, and ſome Things incredible; and that 
the Incredibilty of one Part of the Hiſtory 
does not deſtroy the Credit of the other in the 
lateſt of theſe Hiſtortans, * more than it 


does 


1 
does in the earlieſt; that the Reaſon is the 
ſame in both Caſes, that the Objection lies 


with equal Weight againſt all the Parties, and 


that they muſt ſtand or fall together. Mr. D. 


is of Opinion that the preciſe Duration of 
Miracles is a Point not at all neceſſary to be 
aſcertained ; Dr. M. on the contrary thinks 


it is, and in Page 17. of his Preface, offers 
ſeveral very good Reaſons for his Opinion, 
which Reaſons Mr. D. has not attempted to 
anſwer, and therefore they yet ſtand in their 


full Force. And really they appear ſo conſi- 
derable to me, that it will be neceſſary for 


Mr. D. to remove them out of the Way, be- 


fore I can ſubſcribe to the re Side of 
the Queſtion. 


I ſhall not ſtay to examine particularly eve- 
ry Objection Mr. D. raiſes to the remaining 


Parts of Dr. M's Preface, becauſe every 


Thing material will occaſionally fall in the 


Courſe of my Remarks, and I would contract 
my Trouble as much as I can. To quit my- 
ſelf therefore of ſeveral Pages at once, which 


by no Means enable me to form a Concluſion = 
againſt any Thing the Dr. advances, I paſs 


over to the ſumming up of his Argument in 
Page 21. upon which I ſhall beſtow a Word 
or two, © If Miracles, ſays he, are not in- 
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e credible in themſelves; ; and if Rooting out 
inveterate Prejudices be a proper Occaſion 
c for them (and this Author's Conceſſions in 
© ſome Places at leaſt will fave us the Trou- 
© ble of proving theſe Points.“) This Au- 
thor's Conceſſions will indeed fave the Trou- 
ble of proving the firſt of theſe Points, be- 
cauſe he allows over and over that Miracles 
are not in themſelves incredible; he allows 
alſo that the Rooting out the inveterate Preju- 
dices of the Jews and Gentiles, when a new, 
that is, the Chriſtian Religion was to be eſta- 
bliſhed, was a proper Occaſion for them; 
but farther than this Dr. M's Conceſſion is 
not to be extended; he does not allow, nor 
do II think that Reaſon will allow, that the 
Rooting out inveterate Prejudices without - 
Reſtriction and Limitation to Times and Cir- 
cumſtances, is a ſufficient Occaſion for them, 
becauſe upon this Suppoſition, we are abſo- 
lutely ſure that the Reaſon of Miracles, nor 
conſequently Miracles themſelves, can never 
ceaſe as long as the World laſts. The Root- 
ing out of the inveterate Prejudices which 
ſubſiſt at this Day, when not above one Part 
in eight or nine of Mankind acknowledge 
Chriſt, does in all Appearance as ſtrongly call 
| for the Exertion of Miraculous Powers, as 


the 


lr] 
the State of the World could in any Age re- 
quire ſince the firſt Publication of the Goſ- 
pel by our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles. 
Whatever we may in Speculation fancy poſſi- 
ble to he done by the Force of human Means, 
1 is found in Fact and Experience to be I 
ineffectual, and there does not ſeem at pre- 
ſent any Likelihood that the Converſion of 
all thoſe who reject Chriſtianity, ſhould be 
brought about by any Thing leſs than a ſu- 
|  pernatural Power. So that no Argument 4 
Priori can I think be drawn for the Neceſ- 
ſity of Miracles in the Second and Third Cen- 
turies, with reſpect to Unbelievers, but what 
is as good and in as full Force Now, as it was 
Wen. If it be ſaid that they were neceſſary for 
the Support and Encouragement of Believers, 
in thoſe Days of Perſecution, and extraordi- 
nary Trial, it may be replied, that if their 
Trials were greater, their Supports were ſo 
too, without having Recourſe to a ſtanding, 
| Miraculous Power. They lived ſo near the 
Fountain-head of Miracles, that ſome of 
them no Queſtion had themſelves been Eye- 
Witneſſes of ſeveral wonderful Works, many 
more had converſed with thoſe who had 
been Eye-Witneſſes of them, by which we 
may ſuppoſe fo ſtrong a Conviction to be 
C 2 wrought 
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E 
wrought in their Hearts of the Divine Ori- 
ginal of the Religion they profeſſed, as, to- 
gether with the extraordinary Aids of God's 
Holy Spirit, might enable them to undergo 
the moſt ſevere Puniſhments that could be in- 
| flited upon them with Steadineſs and Reſo- 
lution, However thus much we are ſure of, 
that though Perſecutions have not been fo 
general, ſince the Civil Powers became Chrif- 
tian, as they were before, yet particular In- 
ſtances may be produced from the Records of 
every Age, of Perſons who have been perſe- 
cuted even to the moſt cruel Deaths on the 
Account of their Religion, and who have 
ſtood their Ground, and behaved as laudably 
and courageouſly under it, as any of the Pri- 
mitive Martyrs could do. Which known and 
inconteſtable Facts ſeem entirely to deſtroy 
the Argument for the Neceſſity of Miracles 
with regard to Believers. 

After all then that can be ſaid upon this 
| Head, vir. the proper Occaſion of Miracles, 
we muſt recur to the Argument we juſt now 
left, the Credibility of the Witneſſes who atteſt 
them. And if, ſays Mr. D, there be po- 
* ſitive Evidences of their being wrought 
« from Witneſſes, who were competently in- 
10 Pens and — diſpoſed to 1 the 


© Truth, 


(48: ] 


* Truth, then we may, &c.” Here, I con- 
feſs, the grand Point of Difficulty lies, and I 


| ſhall be glad to ſee it fairly diſcuſſed and 
clearly ſolved: Dr. M. aſſerts the Fathers 
are not credible Witneſſes in this Matter; if 
Mr. D. will convincingly prove that they 
are, the Diſpute is at once decided. I can 


diſcover very little that he has done towards 
it, ſo far as we are yet advanced, let us ſee 


what Satisfaction we can get in een | 


farther. 
We come now to Mr. D's Remarks upon 
the Enquiry itſelf. The firſt that occurs is 


upon theſe Words, In all the ſeveral Pieces 


A 


c 


of the Apoſtolical Fathers there is not the 


C 


« extraordinary Gifts, which are the Sub- 
« jet of this Enquiry.” And upon this 
Inference which is afterwards drawn from 
them, that there is the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to 
"WM « preſume, that the extraordinary Gifts of 
«© the Apoſtolick Age were by this Time 
actually withdrawn.” P. 22. We will 
firſt examine how Mr. D. has confuted the 
Poſition itſelf. © That the Apoſtolick Fa- 
« thers, ſays he, do not enlarge on the Mi: 


„ raculous Powers of the Church, is readily 
*. admitted; ; and the plain Reaſon was, that 


1 -——— — 


leaſt Claim or Pretenſion to any of thoſe. 
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ce they were not writing to Heathens who 
c needed Converſion, but to their own 
« Diſciples who needed Inſtruction ; ſo that 
« if there be in their Epiſtles any incidental 
« Mention of ſuch ſupernatural Endow- 
ments, it is as much as can reaſonably be 
e expected, and more than could neceſſarily 
ee be demanded.” But why ſo? I would 
fain know. May it not reaſonably be ex- 
pected that if Miraculous Powers were com- 
monly exerted in the Church after the Apo- 
ſtles Days, an Occaſion would have been 
found in the Space of Fifty Years for the 
Mention of ſome one particular Inſtance? 
Was there nothing done in Conſequence of 
theſe Powers? Had they no remarkable Ef- 
fect upon the Heathen World? Were there 
no ſignal Inſtances of this Divine Power in all 
this while diſplayed in their Converſion ? If 
it was not ſo, tis not eaſy to conceive for 


1 what Purpoſe it was continued in the Church; 


if it was ſo, it is as hard to conceive how all 

the Writers for ſo long a Space of Time could 
avoid taking ſome particular Notice of it. 
Look back to the Acts of the Apoſtles and 
we find the Perſons, Time, Place, and Oc- 
caſion circumſtantially denoted, but here in 
che Times we are treating of, when the Re- 


ligion 


tas ] 


ligion became every Day more dilated, no- 


thing of this Nature ever once happened 
that was thought worthy to be related; a 
Suppoſition that in my Apprehenſion exceeds 


the Bounds of Credibility. T have heard of 3 


an Army s lying in Diſguiſe at Knightſbridge, 


but no body ever heard a Word how they : 
got thither, or where one ſingle Man of it 


4 lodged. _ 
l muſt purſue this Matter a little fur- 
ther, and conſider it in another Light. May 


we not reaſonably preſume, that if God Al- 


mighty thought fit to continue a Power of 


working Miracles in his Church, he would 
himſelf alſo take Care to have ſome Teſti- 
mony of the Exerciſe of this Power ſo au- 
thentically recorded, as to put the Matter be- 


yond all Doubt and Diſputation with ſincere 
Chriſtians of After-Ages? This was the Me- 
thod he proceeded in with reſpect to the 


Miracles of the Goſpel-Age, and may we not 


conjecture with ſome Shew of Probability, 
that ſo long as he faw it convenient to con- 


e Powers, ſomething of the ſame 


Method had been continued alſo? Is it not 
highly probable that whenever the Supreme 


Being impowers Men to do ſuch mighty 
Works, he intends them alſo at the ſame 


Time 
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Time as an Object of E Belief to thoſe that 
come after, as a ſtanding Evidence of his Di- 


vine Interpoſition? And does not this imply 
ſomething of an infallible Direction to the 
Perſons who are to record them? But this 


is by no body contended for in the preſent 
_ Caſe.—1 do not lay down this Reaſoning as 
an abſolute and demonftrative Proof that there 


were no ſuch Powers exiſting ; but this 1 
will venture pofitively to infer from it, that 


tis of no Manner of Conſequence to us whe- 
ther there were or no. Is then an inci- 
dental Mention of theſe Powers as much 
e as can be expected, nay! more than can 
be demanded?” According to this latter 
Aſſertion, we had had Reaſon to believe 
them, if no Mention at all had been made of 
them. This is carrying the Matter a great 
Way indeed, and can be but of little Weight 
againſt thoſe, who do not think the inciden- 
tal Mention here pointed at ſufficient for the 
Purpoſe : : Who judge it natural to conclude 
that in Caſe theſe Powers had really exiſted, 


ſomething more than an incidental Mention 


muſt in the Courſe of half a 1 have 

bonn made of them. 
But to proceed, Dr. M. allows that theſe 
Writers“ ſpeak in general of certain 1 
«* tual 


/ 


1 
tual Gifts as abounding among the chriſ. 
&* tians of that Age, but thinks, that theſe 


* cannot reaſonably be interpreted to mean 


re any Thing more than the ordinary Gifts 
* and Graces of the Goſpel.” Mr. D. aſks 
why, ſays, there is no Cauſe afligned, and 
calls it begging the Queſtion. Upon which 
I ſhall juſt obſerve, in Supply of what the 
Dr. is Gougbt to have omitted, that if their 
Words will bear this Interpretation without 
Force and Diſtortion, the Reaſon of the 
Thing will determine their Meaning to ordi- 
nary Gifts, rather than mitaculous Ones. Was 
it proved, or even made probable by other 
Arguments, that there were any ſuch Things 
as the latter exiſting, then I am ready to ad- 
mit that Expreſſions of a doubtful Significa- 
tion might very fitly be applied in Confir- 
mation of thoſe Arguments; but as the very 
Exiſtence of theſe Gifts is now the Queſtion, 
and the Probabilities, according to the Rea- 
ſoning juſt now laid down, ſeem to lie pretty 
ſtrongly againſt it, we may upon ſome. 
Grounds affirm that the Dr. has explained 
_ theſe Expreſſions in the only Senſe which 
ſound Logick will juſtify, The * 
| themſelves we ſhall examine preſently, 


9 In 


[18] 
In the mean Time, thoſe Paſſages which 
the Dr. has cited from St. Ignatius and Poly- 
carp, in order to prove that they poſitively 
diſclaimed all Gifts of an extraordinary kind, 
I entirely yield up to Mr. D. to make the 
moſt of. They are without Doubt very 
much overſtrained, and I think Mr. D. has 
given as juſt and full a Meaning to them as 
they can be ſuppoſed to bear. But this is a 
Point of no Moment to Dr. M's Argument, 
becauſe if they no where poſitively ſay that 
there were ſuch Gifts, it makes nothing a- 
gainſt him that they do not affirm there were 
not. 
| Archbiſhop Wake 8 Weinen in this Debate 
Dr. M. attempts to invalidate, by obſerving 
that © he endeavours to confirm it, not by 
any Facts or expreſs Teſtimonies drawn 
from themſelves, but by Inferences only or 
* Conjectures. Which Mr. D. pronounces 
to be © all the Evidence that the Nature of 
« the Argument could reaſonably admit. 
ce If, he goes on, there be any Reference to 
them, and it can be ſhewn by Inference 
c that they did thus refer to them, this I ſhould 
« think might be fatisfaCtory to every im- 
partial Enquirer,” J am ſo unfortunate as 
to entertain Sentiments directly oppoſite to 


theſe; 


theſe; J think I ſee clearly, and have given 
ſome Reaſons for my Opinion, that Infe- 
ences and Conjectures are not the only Evi- 
dence we have Reaſon to expect in this Caſe. 
References that are only to be made out by 
Inferences, I declare are no Way ſatisfactorß 
to me, and yet I call myſelf an impartial En- 
quirer. This Method however Mr. D. tells 
us with great Approbation the Archbiſhop 
has taken, and (P. 26.) produces a Summa- 
ry of the Argument by which his Opinion is 
gots of which in Truth amounts to ſo 


[ 19 } 


very little that it is quite needleſs to ſay any 


Thing to ſet the Force of it afide. What 
Juſtin Martyr urges againſt Trypho the Few 
is entirely out of the preſent Queſtion, as not 
falling within the Compaſs of Time, the 


Teſtimonies of which we are now diſcuſſing. 


All then that this learned Writer has thus far 
offered, Mr. D. himſelf allows to be only 


Preſumptions; we are next led to thoſe Paſ- 
ſages, that, we are told, do refer to theſe Mi- 


raculous Gifts. The firſt alledged by the 
Archbiſhop, and which Mr. D. pronounces 


to be very ſtrong to the Purpoſe, is in the firſt 


Epiſtle of St. Clement to the Corinthians. 1 


ſhall not recite the Greet; but ſhall argue the 
” Point upon the T ranſlation and Paraphraſe as 
RE i I find 
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I find it before me : The former may per- 
haps be juſt, the latter I am very far 
from being content with. Let a Man have 
e Faith, (that is, ſays the Archbiſhop, ſuch 
« a Faith by which he is able to work Mira- 
ce cles;”) But I will aſk upon this Occaſion, 
as Mr. D. did a Page or two ago, why ſo? 
Is there any Cauſe aſſigned ? Is this neceſſa- 
rily implied in the Words? Cannot a Man 
have Faith, without the Power of working 
Miracles? Is not Faith a Qualification neceſ- 
ſary for every Chriſtian? Is the Power of 
working Miracles ſo? For my Part I can ſee 
no Manner of Connexion between them, nor 

the leaſt Shadow of Argument to ſupport the 


Concluſion : To proceed. Let him be 


cc powerful to utter my Rical Knowledge,” 
(for to that his Expreſſion manifeſtly relates.) 
But how does this appear ? Why myſtical ? 
There is no Word produced to anſwer it in 
the Original; and it appears very evident that 
nothing of a Miraculous Nature can be here 
intended, for whatever the private Significa- 
tion of the Word Vd may be, we are | 
ſure it muſt mean ſomething that was attain- 


able by a Man's own natural Powers, Elſe 


why any Direction about it ? Could St. Clement 
AT eheim or exhort a Man to poſſeſs him- 
ſelf 


U 2: ] 
ſelf of a Thing, which he had no Means of 
effecting? And were Miraculous Gifts to be 
acquired by any Thing a Man could do him- 


felf? The Senſe then muſt in all Reaſon be 
reſtrained to that which a Man could attain - 
to by the Exerciſe of his own Faculties. The 


ſame Explanation may be applied alſo to the 


next Sentence; © Let a Man be wiſe in diſ- 
<« cerning Speeches.” Now whatever this 


Diſcernment of Speeches was, it was a Wiſ- 
dom to be acquired by a Man's own Endea- 
vours, and therefore no ſupernatural Gift, 


The whole Paſſage, according to the beſt of 


my Underſtanding, is only to be conſidered as 
an Exhortation to Study; to Diligence and 


Induſtry in the Application of their Minds to 


the Attainment of Knowledge. 


And upon this Interpretation the Caution 


that follows is every whit as proper and ap- 
plicable as upon that given by the Archbi- 


ſhop; but till, © by how much the more he 
<« ſeems to excell others, (on the Account of 
| theſe extraordinary Endowments, as he will 

have it, but acquired ones, as I fay,) © by 


*« ſo much the more will it behove him to be 
« Humble-minded, and to ſeek what is pro- 
« fitable to all Men, and not to his own 


$6 * Advantage.” 2 n, and a right Ap- 
plication | 
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plication of Talents to the Good of others, are 

Virtues as needful to be recommended to Men 
of great Learning and improved Abilities, as 
to a Perſon divinely inſpired. To this Cita- 
tion, Mr. D. obſerves, Dr. M. has vouch- 
ſafed no Anſwer; the Reaſon of which 1 
venture to preſume may be, not becauſe the 
Dr. was afraid of it, but becauſe he deſpiſed 
it. In ſhort, if it can be ſaid to prove any 


Thing, it proves in the Doctor's Favour; for 


by requiring the Corinthians to improve them- 
ſelves in a natural Way, it ſeems eaſy and 
not abſurd to infer, (and Mr. D. allows that 
the Queſtion is to be determined by Inferen- 

i ces, that St. Clement had very little Notion . 
of a Knowledge that was to be communica- 
ted immediately from Heaven; and muſt ren- | 


der all human Studies and Endeavours unne- 3 


ceſſary. 
After all, upon peruſing the Archbiſhop 6 
Tranſlation of the Epiſtle itſelf, I find this 
Paſſage rendered plainly thus; Let a Man 
ee be faithful, let him be powerful in the Ut- 
© terance of Knowledge; let him be wiſe in 


e making an exact Judgment of Words; 


on which is further added, © let him be 
« pure in all his Actions; now whoever 


can find in theſe Words Lon plain Alluſion 
1 


[ 31] 


to Miraculous Powers, as then ſubſiſting, 


will do much more than I pretend to. 


Though I do not perceive with Mr. D. 


that Dr. M. expreſſes any Particular Con- 


tempt for his Father, yet it is no Wonder 


that he did not altogether acquieſce in the 


Inference that very learned Gentleman had 
drawn from St. Ignatius's Addreſs to the 


Church of Smyrna. If the Word YapiopeTs is 


ever made Ule of to ſignify Gifts of an ordinary 
kind, why are we neceſſarily bound in this 
Place to underſtand it of extraordinary Ones? 


And that it is applied in this Senſe even by 


theſe Writers themſelves, Dr. M. has ſhewn 


by producing an Inſtance from St. Clement 
where it can be underſtood in no other. Mr. 


D. indeed aſſerts the contrary, and ſays the 


“ Senſe is full as rational and ſtrong if we in- 
MF terpret it ſtrictly of ſupernatural Endow- 

« ments.” This it is to be bleſſed with ſu- 
perior Penetration; for my Part, I only pre- 
tend to be a common Reader; and I profeſs 
ingenuouſly that the Paſſages might come be- 
fore me a thouſand Times, and no Thought 
of ſupernatural Endowments would once en- 


ter my Head, If then this Interpretation of 
the Word Lali may be juſtified, there ſeems 
no er why we ſhould apply it other- 
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wiſe in this Addreſs of St. Tenatiuss Was it 
clear and certain from 805 Evidences that 
Miraculous Gifts did at this Time abound in 
the Church of Smyrna, then it might very 


rationally be ſuppoſed that Miraculous Gifts 
were intended in it; the Author does undeni- 


ably celebrate the Church for the Poſſeſſion of 
every good Gift, that then actually exiſted ; 
but his Words are of too doubtful Sjenification 
to be admitted as a Proof what thoſe Gifts 


were. In Dr. M's Way of underſtanding 


them, they are only a Redundancy, or rather 
Variety of Expreſſion explanatory of each 


other, and I think Mr. D. has not fixed their 
Meaning with any ſuch Exactneſs, as to ſhew 
that he is in the Wrong, He has indeed 


charged the Dr. with inſerting the Words, 


fo as to be, without Authority; but if the 


Dr. has erred herein, he has this Excuſe to 


plead, that he was led into the Error by fol- 
| lowing the Archbiſhop's Tranſlation, who in 
the ſame Place inſerts the Words, ©& fo that 
it 7s,” differing but little From, « ſoas to 


be; from hence we may take Occaſion to 
obſerve, that Mr. D. has ſometimes a very 
ſlender Regard to the learned Prelate's Au- 


th * 


As 


1:25 } 


As Dr. M. has called for ſome particular 
Facts as the moſt effectual Way of deciding 


this Queſtion, Mr. D. refers him to one re- 
cited by his Father to this Purpoſe: It is the 
Requeſt of Ignatius to the Romans when he 


was going to ſuffer Martyrdom, in theſe 


Words, I am willing to die for God, un- 


* leſs you hinder me. I beſeech you that 
<« you ſhew not an unſeaſonable good Will 


* towards me. Suffer me to be Food for the 
« wild Beaſts, &c.” From which Words 
it had been inferred by that learned Writer, 
ce that the Prayers of the Primitive Chriſtians = 
« had Power to diſable the wild Beaſts from 
© affaulting the Martyrs who were expoſed to 
«© them.” Dr. M. takes Notice of this In- 
ference, and expreſles himſelf not at all ſatisfied 


with it. He is of Opinion that the Paſſage 
<< itſelf has no Reference to Prayers; but to 
< the ordinary Endeavours and Interceſſion 


An 


* 


Ignatius, the other from Cave's Life of this 


ne; both which ſpeak full and expreſsly to 


E his 


of the Chriſtian Brethren | at Rome, who 
offered to uſe their Intereſt to preſerve him 
« from that cruel Death, which he was then 
« going to ſuffer,” Aud in Support of this 
Opinion, he produces two Quotations, one 
from the Relation of the Martyrdom of St. 
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his Purpoſe. However Mr. D. till infiſts 

upon his Father's Senſe of this Matter : But 
with what Succeſs the impartial Reader muſt 
determine. He has not offered one Word to 
invalidate theſe hiſtorical Accounts that are 
given of it, and ſeem natural and eaſy. He 
has indeed taken a good deal of Pains to ſhew 
that Ignatius's Words can be underſtood of 
nothing but Prayers. 
I I (hall not follow him through the Patticu- 

Jars of his Reaſoning, but content myſelf 
with referring the Reader to the Epiſtle it- 
ſelf; I would defire every one to look it over 
and try what he can make of it; what is the 


Plain and obvious Senſe the Words preſent to 
. by Underſtanding, and what Reference he 


can find in them to any ſupernatural Effect 
that was expected from their Prayers. In the 
former Section indeed he defires them “ to 
« pray for him, that God would give him 
« Strength; (though I obſerve Mr. D. has 
brought down theſe Words out of the Place 
where they ſtand, and joined to the others, 
to make them look like one entire Sentence ; ) 
he alſo repeats his Requeſt afterwards, that 
they would © pray unto Chriſt for him, 
c that he might be made the Sacrifice of 
« God: 5 Bot not one Syllable of a Deſire 
that 


„ 


Is] 
that they would not by their Prayers prevent 
his Death, nor any Thing from whence, 
without the utmoſt Force and Racking of 


| Words, it can be concluded. © I am wil- 


ling, m_ he, to die for God, unleſs you 
* hinder me.” In Archbiſhop Wake's Tran- 
lation there is a Mark upon the Word hin- 
der, that refers us to the Margin; where the 
Tranſlator has otherwiſe rendered it, forbid 


me; which manifeſtly implies ſome other 


kind of Interpoſition different and diſtin 

from that of Prayer. To conclude this 
Point; if Mr. D. will be ſo kind as to pro- 
| duce an Inſtance authentically vouched, of 
any one Perſon, who was at that Time ac- 
tually delivered from apparent Death by Vir- 
tue of Prayer, I give up the Debate; as the 
Caſe ſtands at preſent, I find myſelf obliged 
to admit the Force of Dr. M's Obſervations, 
and reject the Miracle. 
Will Mr. D. then perſiſt in en (as 
in P. 43. that the Arguments of the 
« Archbiſhop and his Father ſtand in their 
full Force for any Thing the Dr, has faid 


e. «© againſt them?“ Truly I ſhould believe, 


no Man upon Conſideration can well be ſo ſan- 
guine, They were undoubtedly two very 
learned and able Men; but they were N 
1 ſed 


28] 


ſed of a N otion, which, though perhaps they 
knew not well how they came by, they were 
willing to maintain; and as they could find 
no better Arguments to fetch in to their A(- 
ſiſtance, they were compelled to employ ſuch 
as are weak and inconcluſive; and to preſs 
Witneſſes into their Service, who upon a fair 
Examination can be brought to atteſt nothing 
relative to the Queſtion in Hand. 
But Mr. D. will have it, that © the Pri- 

© mitive Martyrs ſpoke and wrote, juſt as it 
<. muſt be ſuppoſed they would have done, 
« if Miracles were commonly worked among 
e them; on the other Hand, ſo far as I can 
judge from what has yet been advanced, they 
appear to me to have ſpoke and wrote, juſt as 
they would have done, had 'there been no 
| ſuch Thing as a Miracle among them; To 
which Side then is the Inference to be drawn * 
Who has the beſt Right and Claim to the 
Concluſion; they who aſſert, or they who 
deny the Propoſition? You ſay, the Writers 
of the Time prove it; Dr. M. ſays, they are 
ſilent upon it: Can any Proof be drawn from 
their Silence? If we are to believe it, it muſt 
be upon ſome Evidence? It there be no Evi- 
18 dence, Who! is to believe it? 


* 


| . 


But 


[ 29 ] 
But from References and Inferences we 
come to plain Facts. And here the Dr. is 
immediately ſaluted with the famous Story of 
the Martyrdom of Polycarp Biſhop of Smyr- 
na, though it ſtands at a great Diſtance off in 
his Enquiry, and does not fall in Point of 
Time within the profeſſed Deſign and Me- 
thod of his Argument. But ſince it is 
thought proper to introduce it in this Place, 
we will enter a little into the Merits of it. 


It is urged that the Dr. himſelf allowed it to 


be related in * one of the moſt authentic 
«© and celebrated Pieces in all Primitive An- 
ce tiquity:” And this is urged in a Man- 
ner as if it was conceived that this Conceſſion 
muſt turn againſt himſelf. But I appre- 
hend, though Dr. M. allows this Letter to be 

genuine, that is, to be really. written from 
the Church of Smyrna, that yet he ſuppoſes 


it to be written by a Collection of Men who 


were deceived, and concurred in giving an 
Account of a Fact that was not true. He 
maintains this Suppoſition, by reflecting up- 
on the ſeveral Circumſtances of the Account. 
itſelf. The Particular of the Voice from 
Heaven, he thinks, may very eafily be ſup- 
poſed to come from one amongſt the Croud , 
and will any body ſay, that it might not ? 
The 


— WE {Ce = K Cs "IT _ 
. ͤ P Og er . IST IR: 
% > < * —— — — - 


[ 30 ] 


The Arch that the Flames are ſaid to have 


formed over his Head, he is not convinced 
was effected by any ſupernatural Cauſe; he. 


does not approve of having Recourſe to Mi- 


racle without Neceſſity ; and he apprehends 


there is then only a Neceflity, when there is 
an Effect produced, and no Cauſe can be diſ- 
covered in Nature adequate to that Effect. 
There might probably be ſomething odd and 


uncommon in the Diſpoſition of theſe Flames, 
which the prodigious Zeal of the Spectators, 


that is known to be the Parent of Credulity, 
preſently heightened into an Interpoſition from 

: Heaven, and yet after all he thinks there might 

be nothing in it impoſſible to be accounted for 

in a natural Way. The Circumſtance however 

of the Dove is of ſuch Nature, ſo ridiculous and 
incredible in itſelf, that if it be ſuffered to 
ſtand as an authentic Part of the Narrative, 


it muſt hang as a dead Weight upon the 


Whole, (all of it, I mean, that is Miracu- 


lous) and fink it to the Bottom. For if they 


who pretend to be Eye-Witneſſes of this 
Scene, could be ſo far deluded, as to imagine 
they ſaw a Dove fly out of the Martyr's Side, 

what may we not ſuppoſe them capable of 
imagining beſides? What Credit is due to any 
| Teſtimony apy can give in a Fact of this 


Nature ? 


[ 31 ] 
Nature? To avoid the Force of this ObjeQtion 
Archbiſhop Wake and Mr. Dodwell concur in 
' ſetting this Incident aſide as ſpurious, and not 
of equal Authority with the reſt ; but Dr. 
M. obſerves, © that all the oldeſt Copies ſtill 
< extant, from which Archbiſhop Uſer, and 
e other learned Men publiſhed their ſeveral 
Editions, retain this Paſſage.” The only 
Way therefore that I think Mr. D. could take | 
to ſupport the Credit of this Miracle, was to 
remove the Force of this Obſervation, and 
accurately to ſhew, that thoſe which the Dr. 
recommends as the oldeſt, are not the moſt 
authentic and genuine Copies of this famous 
| Letter. For ſo long as thoſe Copies in which 
1 this Paſſage i 1s found ſtand foremoſt in Repu- 
2 tation, ſo long we muſt claim a Liberty to 
diſbelieve and reject all the Miraculous Part 
of this Story. Here, I ſay, we might have 
expected Mr. D. to have joined Iflue with 
Dr. M. But in Truth we find nothing leſs ; 
not one Word offered towards aſcertaining this 
Point, or the leaſt Notice taken either of the 
Dove, or the other Circumſtance of the vaſt E 
fuſuon of Blood, but little leſs incredible than the 
former, as if they were Difficulties that did 
not want a Solution, and wholly unworthy 
of Conſideration. So that I ſee no Remedy, 


but 
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but we muſt ſhut our Eyes, and ſwallow all 
in a Lump together; no Objection can ariſe 


againſt the Credibility of the Attefters, from 
the Incredibility of ale Things attgffed. This 


is the Doctrine laid down for us to go by, 


and perhaps tis well for thoſe who can thus 


believe in the groſs. We are told indeed that 
Dr. M. is convicted, as to the Evidence for 


* 


the Miracle before us, by his own Conceſ- 


e ſions; that he acknowledges the Genuine- 


neſs of the Letter, and one Part of the Ac- 


e count contained in it, and yet, Sc.“ Mr. 
D. is miſtaken ; Dr. M. does certainly ac 
knowledge the Letter to be genuine, as I have 


already obſerved, but does not admit any 


Part of the Miracle to be true; nor has Mr. 
D. aſſigned a Cauſe why he ſhould. +: 


But granting after all, for Argument's Sake, 


that this Miracle was fairly made out to be 
true in all it's Circumſtances ; what does this 

prove againſt the Free Enquiry? AsIremem- 

ber, the Poſition Dr. M. has undertaken to de- 


fend is no more than this, © we have no Rea- 


« ſon to believe, &c. that any Miraculous 
« Powers were continued to the Church, af- 


© ter, &c.” But was this Miracle worked 


by any Powers committed to the Church: 
Either to the whole Church of Smyrna, or to 


any 


(1. 


any particular Perſon in it? The plain Mean- 
Ing of the Poſition is, that God Almighty 


did not continue to work Miracles by the A- 


gency or Inſtrumentality of Man; that he 


ceaſed to inveſt Men with any ſuch ſtanding 
Powers as he had done in the Days of the 


Apoſtles. Now it by no Means follows from 
hence that he might not ſuſpend or reverſe 


the Laws of Nature upon any Occafion that 


in his Wiſdom he ſhould think worthy of i it. 
And though in this particular Caſe, we may 
judge from the Improbabilities of the Story 


that he did not, yet it is quite foreign to the 


Purpoſe of Dr. M's Argument, whether he 
did or no. So that whether the Miracle be 
true or falſe, the Dr. is no Way concerned 
with it. This is a very obvious Diſtinction, 


and ſuch as may be of ſome Uſe in the Ma- 


nagement of this Diſpute. 
We will now attend Mr. D. in the ſum- 


ming up of his Evidence. © Here is one 
« Miracle, ſays he, plainly and poſitively 
« proved.” No ſuch Thing; ſo far from 
being plainly proved, that it is not rendered 


in any Degree probable.— There is another 


« plainly alluded to, as within the Reach of 


the Prayers of the Faithful.” This again 
wants Confirmation; ; the Requeſt i is evidently 


F capable 
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capable of another Senſe, more + wth more 


obvious, and more natural, nor has Mr. D. 
made out by all his Reaſoning that it has any 
Reference to Prayers —The Word ydyope, fo 
far as my Underſtanding goes, is clearly made 
Uſe of by St. Clement to ſignify an ordinary 
Gift ; and Mr. D. has produced no convin- 
cing Reaſons, as his Arguments required he 
ſhould, why we muſt neceſſarily underſtand 


it in any other Senſe in St. Ignatius's Addreſs. 
So that what Mr. D. calls poſitive Proofs a- 
gainſt the Free Enquiry, are all entirely ſet 


aſide, and evaporated into no Proof at all.— 
Proceed we to the Preſumptions that are al- 


ledged on each Side of this Queſtion. Dr. 
M. "eftcems the Silence of the Primitive Wri- 


ters upon the Subject of the Enquiry, a ſtrong 
Argument of this kind in his Favour. — Mr, 
D. on the other Hand converts this Silence 
to bis Uſe. He thinks it may © with at leaſt 
* 45 much Reaſon be inferred, that if Mira- 
* culous Powers had ceaſed with the Apo- 


de ſtles, their Succeſſors muſt have taken No- 
ce tice of ſo extraordinary an Event; that 
they muſt have been under an Expectation of 
having thoſe Gifts which had been ſo fre- 
quent in the Apoſtles Times, continued to 

them; ; and that had they been diſappointed 


in 


B81 

in this Expectation, tis highly probable they 
would have made ſome Mention of it. But this 
Argument ſeems to me to fail in its firſt Prin- 
ciple ; he has not, I think, made it ſuffici- 
_ ently appear, that they muſt have entertained 
any ſuch Expectation; nor can I conſider any 
Thing that is faid, either by Cbriſt, or St. 
Paul, as ſufficient to ground ſuch a Conjecture 
upon. I find no Words of theirs but what 
are general, and may as well be extended to 
every Chriſtian down to the lateſt Poſterity, 
as be ſuppoſed to include any abſolute Aſſu- 
Trance even to the next Age: I do not ſee but 
we have as good a Pretence to infer from 
hence a Right to theſe Powers, as they had; 
and therefore I look upon it, that the Event 
of their Cegſing might no more be extraordi- 
nary to Them, than it muſt be thought to 
appear to Thoſe, who lived at the Time that 
they actually did ceaſe, whenever that was, 
and who yet have not expreſt any particular 
Surprize at it. In Support of the Preſump. 
tion ſuggeſted by Dr. M. I have already of- 
fered ſeveral Conſiderations, to which I ſhall 
add nothing here, but only beg Mr. D's Leave 
to think, that they caſt the Balance from this 

Quarter very ſtrongly againſt him. 
SR. I have 


. 
I have now followed this Gentleman thro» 
his Examination of this Poſition of the Dr's, 
that here we have an Interval of about half 


ce 


a Century, the earlieſt and pureſt of all 
_ Chriſtian Antiquity after the Days of the 
« Apoſtles, in which we find not the leaſt 
<< Reference, to the ſtanding Power of work- 
* ing Miracles, as exerted openly in the 
Church, for the Conviction of Unbelie- 
vers; and conſider it as firmly eſtabliſhed 
againſt every Objection Mr. D. has brought 
to overthrow it. 
I would here put the Suppoſition that 
Mr. D. was not already in Poſſeſſion of 
the Opinion he has undertaken to defend, 
that he had never heard any Thing concern- 
ing the Continuance of theſe Powers, and 
was now to be convinced of it; may we not 
appeal to himſelf, and candidly aſk him, whe- 
ther he ſincerely thinks that the Teſtimonies 
which have been alledged, and juſt been exa- 
mined, are of Weight enough to produce this 
Conviction? For my own Part, I am inclin- 
ed to believe, they would not. Tis in ge- 
neral obſervable, that much lighter Evidence 


will ſerve to maintain an Opinion, than is 
neceſſary to beget A 


e 


ov 


I ſhould 


[ 39. ] 


I ſhould now proceed with Mr. D. to exa- | 
mine the Tefiimontes of ſucceeding Writers, but 1 

am prevented for one Moment by the Men- it 
tion he makes, P. 42, of the Predictions i 
of St. Jenatius, and St. Polycarp, as cited = 
by Archbiſhop Wake, Dr. M. had intro- i 
| duced them, and therefore they could not ” 
quite be paſſed over in Silence. But the 9 
Manner in which Mr. D. exprefles himſelf i 
concerning them, gives us Reaſon to think — 
he was very diffident of their Truth; If, 9 


« ſays he, they be real; —A moſt queſti- 


onable Point truly; If Mr. D. or any other 4 
: Perſon will put it paſt Doubt, that theſe L 
; Words, do nothing without your Biſhop, were ij 
 ___ ditated to Ignatius by the Spirit of God, it "nt 
will be doing a ſignal Piece of Service in the i 


Controverſy between us and the Preſbyterians, 
| becauſe it would be abſurd after this to deny 
Epiſcopacy the Honour of being a Divine Inſti- 
tution.—As to Polycarp's foretelling his Death, 
Dr. M. very juſtly obſerves, that the Foreſight 
of ſuch an Event in the Time of cruel Perſecu- 
tion, might be no Proof of a Prophetick Spi- 
rit. Tis farther to be conſidered that the whole 
Account of the Viſion ſtands upon the fame 
Footing with that of the Pigeon, (the Circu- 
Jar Letter) and what Reliance is to be made 


upon ? 


[38 ] 
upon ſuch Atteſters of Miracles, we have al- 
ready given our Sentiments. To cut off 
therefore at once all Reaſonings and Infe- 
rences from theſe Predictions, let it be under- 
ſtood that we diſpute the Facts. 
Well then; ſo far as we are yet advanced, 
Mr. D's Attempts upon the Free Enquiry 
have proved very unſucceſsful; let us ſee 
what better Plea he has to offer up in Favour 
of the ſucceeding Fathers of the Church. Dr. 
M. has given us Extracts, containing general 
Atteſtations of Miraculous Powers as then 
ſubſiſting, from ſeveral of them; Tuſtin 
| Martyr, Irenaus, Theophilus, a Biſhop of 
5 3 Tertullian, Minucius Felix, Origen, 
Cyprian, Arnobius, and Lactantius. But 
before he engages them upon the Particulars 
of what they deliver, he takes Occaſion to 
throw in a general Remark or two, as a Cloſe 
to the Article, which as Mr. D. has not 
thought fit to paſs over, ſo neither muſt 
we. The firſt is, That as the Silence of 
tbe Apoſtolict Writers, upon the Subject of theſe 
Gifts, muſt diſpoſe us to conclude, that in thoſe 
Days, they were actually withdrawn, fo this 
Conclusion cannot fail of infuſing a Suſpicion 
that the pretended Revival of them, after a Ceſ- 
ſation of forty or fifty Years, was a Fittion 


= + 
To this Mr. D. anſwers, firſt, that thoſe 
Writers are not filent, and ſecondly, that if 
they were, this Concluſion would not follow 


from it, ſo that the Remark of Courſe ſinks 


to nothing, I flatter myſelf it has been 
| ſhewn in theſe Papers that this Gentleman has 


not evinced them to have ſpoken any Thing 


to the Purpoſe, that from this Silence a ſtrong 
Preſumption ariſes againſt the Thing, and 


_ conſequently that the Suſpicion of the Revi- 
val's being a Fiction has a good deal to ſup- 


port it. But I'll have done with this, becauſe 
I would not ep what has been already 


ſaid. 
The ſecond Obſervation points out to us 


from the Quotations juſt given, the Diffe- 


« rence that is to be perceived between the 
« Miraculous Gifts of the Apoſtolic Days, 
and theſe of the following Ages, not only 
in the Nature, but in the Manner alſo of 


* 


* exerting them.” The latter Workers of 
Miracles are moſt of them calling out © upon 


©. the Magiſtrates and People, to come and 
* ſee the mighty Wonders they were ready to 


c exhibit, Sc. as the Author obſerves, 


the Apoſtles are never found doing, and 
which carries ſomething of Oftentation in it, 


tending to confirm the former Suſpicion. This 
| Remark 


n 
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| Remark Mr. D. is very angry with, and 1 
it the Perverſeneſs of an Objector. Had 
the Caſe been reverſed, ſays he, how plau- 
C ſibly would this Gentleman have declaimed 
* upon it?” What Dr. M. would have faid, 
had the Apoſtles made ſuch a Challenge, and 
the Primitive Fathers been quiet and behaved 
as the Apoſtles did, I think it is not eaſy for 


Mr. D. nor does it become me to conjecture. 


Whether he would have objected to the Apo- 
ſtles upon that State of the Caſe, I do not 
know); at preſent and in Fact he has made no 
Objection to them. When proper Occaſions 
preſented themſelves, without any Sort of 
Pomp or previous Boaſting, they performed 
the Miracles, and many of them are punctu- 
ally recorded, with which the Dr. ſeems ſatiſ- 
fied. The others make a great Rout, what 
the French call Fanfuronade, before hand, and 
he does not ſee that any Thing ever came of 
it; he thinks there is Reaſon to ſuſpect that 
no real Miracles were wrought by them, be- 
cauſe there is not one to be found punQually 
recorded. Mr. D. then, P. 45, 46, entirely | 
miſapprehends the Ground of the Fact the 
Dr. has referred to. The Apoſtles firſt 
wrought Miracles, and then recorded them; 
their Succeſſors * to work Miracles, but 


: never 


TU} 


never recorded any, whence he thinks it rea- 
ſonable to ' preſume that they really wrought 
none. What does Mr. D. mean, when he tells 
us, they © often found it more convincing to 
. Jay Claim to Divine Aſſiſtance, and then to 
«work their Miracles?” More convincing 


than what, pray? What is the other Branch 


of the Compariſon ? More convincing than 


the Method made Uſe of by our Saviour and 


his Apoſtles? This, if you pleaſe, may' be 


deemed Harangue and Declamation, to ſay no 


worſe of it. Fer, beſides that he has made 


no Proof that they ever actually did work any, 


if God Almighty had ſeen that the Religion 


he was going to eſtabliſh was not ſufficiently 


proved to come from him by what had been 
done by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, but 
that the ſame Powers were neceſſary to be con- 
tinued to that End, can we difcover any Reaſon 


why he ſhould make an Alteration in his Way 
of accompliſhing it? Surely the Method he 
at firſt thought fit to purſue was an extreme 
good one; it had had glorious Beginnings, 


and ſo far as human Eyes can diſcern, did not 
ſeem to want, or even to be capable of any 
Amendment, the Reaſon of theſe Fathers could 


ſuggeſt. Miracles ſpeak for themſelves; they 
” Aged no round about Way of recommending 
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them ; 
Mankind without any formal Proceſs of 
Words; and the Succeſs they had been at- 

tended with under the Direction of Chriſt and 

his Apoſtles muſt have been fo well known 
to their Succeſſors, that one may naturally 
conclude, they could never think of applying 
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they g0 -immedinely to the Senſes of 


their Ef, even if they certainly poſſeſſed 
them, in a better Manner, or to more effec- 


tual Purpoſe than They had done. Upon Mr. 
D's Repreſentation, | it was neceſſary to claim 


the Power, in order to convince the World 


they really poſſeſſed it; whereas in my hum 
ble Conception, whoever uſes the Power, 
| makes a previous, verbal Claim to it altogether 


unneceſſary. 
It will not, I think, be foreign to * ha | 


ticle we are upon, to ſubjoin my Sentiments 


in this Place upon another Point, though we 
are not regularly arrived at it in the Order of 


our Remarks. Dr. M. has taken Notice that 
I the Chriſtians of theſe Times, in the Per for- 


manice f their Miracles, were always charged 
with Fraud and Impoſture by their Adverſaries. 
For Inſtance, by Lucian, Celſus, Cæcilius, Ju- 
ian, and Porphyry. I confeſs this Objection 
does not appear ſo mean and trifling to 


me, as it does to Mr. D. Was ever, ſays 


| 2 9 | 6 Cc he, 
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“he, P. 52, 53, the Charge of Impoſture by 
Enemies, thought to prove the Reality of an 
= Impoſture? And did not thoſe very Ene- 
ee mies charge as much on the Miracles of 
« Chriſt and his Apoſtles?” I will reply to 
' theſe Queſtions diſtinctly. And Firſt, it is 
allowed © that theſe Enemies were Men 
« of Senſe, that they bad ſome Regard to 
* Truth, in what they ſaid, and to publick Re- 
« port, and to their own Characters. Now 
how could Men, conſiſtently with all this, 
pretend to deny or diſpute Facts, the Reality 
of which, upon Mr. D's Suppoſition, might 
| be demonſtrated to them upon the Evidence 


of their own Senſes almoſt every Hour 


they lived? I think that Men of common 
Senſe and common Decency, as theſe are 
repreſented to be, could never act fo ſtu- 


pid, ſo ſenſeleſs, and ſo ſhameleſs a Part. To © 


put the Iſſue of their Cauſe upon the Truth 
or Falſhood of an Event that was fo eaſily to 
be decided againſt them, was, unleſs they had 
ſome Ground for ſuſpecting Jnpoſture in the 
| Caſe, ſuch an egregious Inſtance of Folly and 
bare: faced Effrontery, as their Characters will 
not give us Leave to ſuppoſe them capable 
of. There was a wide Difference, with re- 
ſpect to 1 Xn ectors, between Miracles 
„„ wrought 
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wrought in their own Times, and thoſe that 


were performed by the Apoſtles; the former, 


if they were ſo frequent as they were ſaid to 


be, they had Opportunities of being Eye- 
Witneſſes of themſelves, and therefore were 


what they could not well deny; the other, 
being Tranſactions of a paſt Age, they. could 
only believe upon the Teſtimony of others ; 
which Teſtimony there was more Room to 
cavil at, and they, as many Unbelievers have 


ſince done, took the Liberty to reject. 
But, after all, is it undeniably certain that 


| theſe Oppoſers of Chriſtianity did charge the 
Miracles of our Saviour and his Apoſtles with 
Fraud and Impoſture? Is Mr. D. confident 
this Queſtion may not be anſwered in the 
Negative? I have not their Writings by me, 
but J have often found it urged by Divines in 
Favour of the Chriſtian Cauſe, that the Truth 
of the Works themſelves was hardly ever diſ- 
puted by any of them. It is particularly re- 
lated of Celſus that though he ſhews a Wil- 
lingneſs to believe them falſe, yet he was ſo 


overborne with the Teſtimonies of their being 


really performed, that he was driven to a- 
ſcribe them to the Power of Magick; the 
Arts of which he ſuppoſes our Saviour to 


have learnt during his Abode in Egypt. In 
8 „ ol this 


„ 24) 


this he acted as the Fews had done before, 


who not being able to contradict the Facts, 


imputed them to the Devil. If Mr. D. had 
made it fairly appear that the Perſons we are 
ſpeaking of imputed the Miracles that were 
pretended to be wrought in heir c Times 
to any ſuch Power; this indeed would have 
been ſomething to his Purpoſe, and I ſhould 
have been obliged to him for the Information; 
but the Point is only intimated, and not one 


Word ſaid in Proof it; ſo that the Argument 


is juſt in the ſame Situation it was before, the 
Chriſtians, in the Performance of their Mira- 
cles, were charged with Fraud and Impoſture 
by their Adverſaries. This Charge therefore, 


coming neither from Fools nor Madmen, I 


muſt ſtill think of ſome Weight, becauſe 


with all Mr. D's Afiſtance, I fee no other 
Way of accounting for it, than by ſuppoſing 
they were ſenſible of the Difference here ſug- 
geſted to us by Dr. M.—I am now led by Mr. 
Di. to the ſecond Head of the Free Enquiry, 
which relates to the Perſons, who were en- 
dued with theſe extraordinary Gifts. The 


Dr's firſt Obſervation is, that“ none of the 


«« Writers, whoſe Teltimonies he has cited, 
« have any where affirmed, that either they 
6. themſelves, or the Apoſtolical Fathers be- 
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e fore them, were indued with any Power of 
* working Miracles.” To this Mr. D, won- 
dering at the Treachery of the Dr's Memory, 
oppoſes the Teſtimony of Ireneus, which he 
had himſelf cited, juſt before, that © all 
«© who were truly Diſciples of Jeſus, wrought 
c Miracles in his Name.“ I ſhall conſider 
this particularly by and by; for the preſent 
| ſhall only obſerve, that Mr. D. (P. 48) al- 
lows this Expreſſion is to be underſtood with 
ſome Limitation. Dr. M. proceeds to give a 
further Account of what theſe Writers ſay 

concerning the Perſons to whom this extraor- 

dinary Power was committed ; taking Notice, 

that inſtead of ſpecifying their Names, Con- 

ditions, or Characters, their general Style is, 
ce Such and ſuch Works are done among us, 
* or by us; by our People; by a few; by 
e many; by our Exorciſts ; by ignorant Lay- 
e men, Women, Boys, and any ſimple Chri- 
* ian whatſoever.” Nay, he quotes a Paſ- 
ſage, from Origen, which expreſſly ſays, © the 
c Caſting out Devils was generally performed 
© by Laymen.”” Agreeably to which, ſays 
he, Mr. Whiſton declares that this Gift was 
08 wholly appropriated by our Saviour, to the 
e meaner Sort of Chriſtians, with an Exclu- 
* fion even of the Clergy.” And is not this in 


Truth 
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Truth a ſtrange Diſpenfation of Things? Is 
it rational ? Is it credible ? Can an inquiſitive 


Man be ſatisfied with Mr. D's Solution of 


this Matter, That the Mention of theſe,” 
(the meaneſt People) © who were the leaf 


* capable of Craft or Fraud, muſt be moſt 


« convincing to Gainſayers?“ Can Mr. D. 


produce an Inſtance of any one Gainſayer 


who was convinced by them ? Surely Dr. M. 
had Reaſon to call this a © Diſpenſation 


« quite different from that, which we meet 
«© with in the New Teſtament.” Whilſt our 


Saviour himſelf lived, we find no Perſons 


Working Miracles, but thoſe whom he had 


directly commiſſioned to it; it was a Power 
expreſſly named and conveyed in the Com- 


miſſion itſelf, both in that to the twelve 
Apoſtles, and again when he ſent out the ſe- 


venty Diſciples. Again, after his Aſcenſion, 
and the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, it is par- 


ticularly ſaid, (Acts ii. 43.) that © many Won 


ders and Signs were done by the Apoſtles ;”” in 


Conſequence, as it ſhould ſeem, of the Power 
they had juſt received, and there is no Men- 


tion made of any other Perſon whatſoever. 


Afterwards I muſt confeſs, it does appear pro- 
bable from St. Paul's Epiſtles, that ſome o- 


ther Perſons were inveſted with theſe Powers; 


bur 
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but ſeems much more agreeable to Reaſon to 
reſtrain them, as Dr. M. has done, to a 
« few of the moſt eminent of the other Di- 


« ſciples, who were particularly commiſſioned 


e to propagate the Goſpel, and preſide in the 
Church of Chriſt.” If the Account here 
given by theſe after Writers be to be admitted, 
and the Power of working Miracles was com- 
monly exerciſed by Women and Children, it is 
certainly very different from any Thing that 
had happened before, and muſt render a Com- 
miſſion to this Work quite uſeleſs and inſigni- 
ficant. To ſay the Truth, it is much more 
conſonant to my Notions of this Matter, to 
ſuppoſe that no Man ever did work a Miracle 
without a ſpecial Commiſſion and Deſigna- 
tion from Heaven. It lies apa Mr. D. to 
ſhew the contrary. = 
We are now arrived at the third Thad 1 
the Enquiry, under which the Author enters 
farther into the Characters of the afore- men- 
tioned Writers. Tuſtin Martyr ſtands the 
firſt of theſe, and therefore it is our Buſineſs 
to examine a little what has been objected to 
his Authority, and what alledged in his De- 
fence. Dr. M. begins with obſerving that 
3 Gift of expounding the holy Scriptures, 
© or the Myſteries of God, was reckoned 


among 
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among the Endowments, as appears from the 
former Extracts, conferred in an extraordinary 
Manner on the Primitive Chriſtians, and that 
Tuſtin Martyr affirms this to have been granted 
by the ſpecial Grace of God to himſelf, and has 
produced ſeveral Paſſages of his Works in 
Support of this Charge. To which Mr. D. 
(P. 57) replies firſt by denying that in any 
of the above Citations there is contained 


es ſuch a Claim of an extraordinary Power of 
1 expounding the Holy Scriptures,” He al 


lows that © Ireneus ſpeaks of expounding the 
* Myſteries of God, but that he ſays not one 


8 Co Word of the Holy Scriptures :” What 


is here meant by the Myſteries of God I 


profeſs myſelf ignorant; I have no clear and 


diſtinct Idea of the Subject, and ſhall for 
that Reaſon avoid Arguing upon it. But in 
the Extract Dr. M. has given us from this 
Father, I find theſe Words; © others had 
the Knowledge of future Events, Viſions, 

* and Prophetical Sayings;” Now by Pro- 
Pbetical Sayings, I ſhould naturally underſtand 

the Sayings of the Prophets; and the Sayings 
of the Prophets J underſtand to conſtitute a 
Part of the Holy Scriptures. So that in the 
firſt Article IJ think Mr. D. has failed. Next 
as to 25 1 Claim Juin * is ſaid to have 
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made of this Gift to himſelf. Mr. D. has 


taken a good deal of Pains to divert the Paſ- 


ſages referred to in Proof of this Point from 
the Senſe aſſigned to them by Dr. M. Not- 


withſtanding all which, I muſt ſtill declare 
myſelf of Opinion that they look very ſtrong- 


ly that Way. In Mr. D's own Tranſlation 


of Tuſtin (P. 60) the Words are rendered 


thus, © but Grace only is given to me of God 


eto underſtand the Scriptures ;” and again 


(P. 61) another Paſſage thus; Can you 


ever think that we could underſtand theſe 


* Things in the Scriptures, if we had not 


© received the Grace to underſtand them 


« from the Author of them: Theſe muſt 
be allowed to be very ſtrong Expreſſions, but 
whether meant of ordinary or extraordinary | 


Grace, I ſhall not ſpend many Words in diſ- 
puting, becauſe tis not at all material to the 
Point in Hand. Well then; this Conteſt is at 


an End; tis agreed that Juſtin Martyr made 
no N of an extraordinary Pawer in ex- 


” pounding the Holy Scriptures; Nay, it is clear 


to me, whether he claimed it or no, that he 
was not poſſeſſed of the Thing, becauſe, ſup- 


poſing a Man to be under the infallible Direc- 
tion of God's Holy Spirit in that Particular, 


It is clear to me that this Direction muſt be a 


— 


* 


conſtant 


* 


* 
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conſtant and ſtanding Security againſt that 


Man's explaining any Part of Scripture into 
| Nonſenſe. The Harſhneſs of which Expreſ- 
fion the ſubſequent Extracts Dr. M. has 
made from his Writings will abundantly juſti- 
| fy. And it does not appear, by what we ſee 
cited from them, that Dr. Grabe, Dr. Cave, 

or the Editor of Blk Works, roſe much higher 

in their Veneration for him, as an Interpreter 
of Scripture, than Dr. M. does. To. the 
Conceſſions of theſe learned Men Mr. D. is 
ſilent, though they muſt be look'd upon as 


ſubſtantial Teſtimonies againſt his being under 


even the ordinary Influence of the Holy 
| Ghoſt in expounding the Scriptures. 
\ Here then we have an Inſtance of a great 
Father and Martyr of the Church confeſſedly 
deſtitute of all ſupernatural Aid in under- 


ſtanding and explaining the Scriptures, Will 


not this help to confirm a former Obſerva- 
tion of Dr. M's, © that none of the Writers, 
% whoſe Teſtimonies he has cited, have 


« any where affirmed, that either they theme 


e ſelves, or the Apoſtolic Fathers before 
them, were indued with any Power of 

28; working Miracles? Mr. D, as was juſt 
mentioned before, had oppoſed to this the 
Teſtimony of I aneus, where he fays that 
E H 2 « all 
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ce all who were truly Diſciples of Feſus, 


ce wrought Miracles in his Name.“ Behold 


here an Exception to the Univerſality of 
Ireneus's Aſſertion; and an Exception, not 


of a Boy, a Woman, or obſcure Layman, but 
of a Scholar, an eminent Writer and, Cham- 


pion, and at laſt a Martyr for the Chriſtian 


Cauſe, And this is in the particular Caſe 
of underſtanding the Scriptures, or, if Mr. D. 
likes it better, the M Meries of God. 18 it, 
1 aſk, ſuppoſeable that God Almighty ſhould 
infuſe a Knowledge of the Scriptures, or of 
any Myſtery whatſoever, into the very mean- 
eſt of the People, and withhold it from a Per- 
ſon of ſuch an exalted Character in the 
Church as Juſfin Martyr was? There i is 1 
own, in my Opinion, no Shadow of Probabi- 


lity in it; and this ſingle Circumſtance might 


induce a Man to believe that no ſuch ex- 
traordinary Gift was at that Time beſtowed 
upon any body. 
But ſtill Mr. D. re *. (P. 64) ſhould 
we admit all the falſe Opinions and weak 
Reaſonings, which Dr. M. has charged upon 
this Father, how do «© theſe affect his Credit 
0 as a Witneſs of Fact?ꝰ Pray, what Fact 
is he a Witneſs to? For my Part, I ſee none; 


hot a  fingle Inſtance produced. And here 1 


che 


4 


W 1} 


OO 


the grand Defect lies; this is the weak Place 
Dr. M. has attacked, and no body has yet 


well defended. Juſtin indeed ſays, there 


te are. prophetical Gifts among us at this 


Pay.“ This is too general to give full 
Satisfaction; we require and think we have 
a Right to expect ſomething further. We 
allow him to have had Eyes and Ears, but 
do not find him affirming the Truth of any 
one Miracle, as having actually been the Ob- 
Jt of thoſe | Senſes. Neither in his Apolo- 
gies, or his Diſpute with the Jew, is there 
one Event indiſputably ſupernatural related or 
referred to. If there is, why has not Mr. D. 
brought it out to View? And had theſe 
| Caſes been ſo frequent, as ſome would per- 


ſuade us they were, we conclude that a cir- 


cumſtantial Account of ſome ſew of them 
could never have been omitted. Dr. M. has 

given ſufficient Proof of this Father's Credu- 
lity; and we think this Credulity may very 
well account for his Belief of ſtrange Stories, 
and his general Aſſertions concerning chem. 


What he ſays of Perſons Poſe ed by the De- 
vil, will be confidered in another Place. In 


the mean Time, there. are other Perſons be- 


ſides Dr. M. who think Chriſtianity might 
maintain its Ground, even the Suppoſi- 


tion 
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tion that the Miraculous Powers thus pub- 
lickly claimed, could not be proved. I do 
not know or believe that Juſtin Martyr fixed 
it on the Foundation of Miracles that were 
wrought in his own Days; if he did, he 
undoubtedly fixed it on a wrong one. The 
proper and indeed the only Foundation of 
Chriſtianity was the Miracles of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ; a Detection of the Falſhood of 
the others, could never deſtroy. the Truth of 
theſe. As a Rock, they were immoveable 3 

and I will venture to reſt upon this Point, 
that they were not only ſufficient of them- _ 
ſelves to ſupport Chriſtianity, but that in 
Reality they did a it againſt all the = 

Powers of the World. 

I have now done with Jubi e in 
whom not having found the Lights and Pri- 
dences we want, I proceed to Irenens. To 
whoſe Charge, Mr. D. obſerves (P. 70 
% ſcarce any Thing more is laid, than a Col- 
election of falſe Opinions, which. if all ad- 
« mitted, are nothing to the Purpoſe as to 
e the Point in Queſtion concerning his At- 
1 teſtation of Miraculous Facts. Here Tam 
obliged to repeat the Queſtion, what are the 
Facts of this kind which he has atteſted? 
Does he lay that he ever performed one him. 
ſelf ? 
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ſelf? No ſuch Matter; and yet this is no 
more than we might reaſonably expect from 
ſo conſiderable a Perſon as Ireneus, who was 
Biſhop of the Church of Lyons, a Place ſitu- 
ated amongſt the Gals, few of whom upon 
the Compariſon were yet converted to the 
Chriſtian Faith. I fay, that if Miraculous | 
| Powers were at all neceffary, they ſeem to have 
been as neceſſary upon this Spot, amongſt 
this barbarous People, as they could be any 
where; and if they were committed to any 
' Perſons in that Church, what Reaſon can be 
_ conceived why the Biſhop ſhould be exclud- 
ed from all Participation of them? Which, 
as he makes no Claim at all to himſelf, nor 
gives the leaſt Intimation of his having re- 
ceived or exerciſed ſuch Powers, we may pre- 
ſume to have been the Caſe. We had before 
conſidered his general Aſſertion, that © all 


« who were truly Diſciples of Jeſus, wrought 


Miracles in his Name,” and found Tuſtin 
Martyr an Exception to it; we have now 


advanced a Step farther, 3 got ſome proba- 


ble Grounds to except himſelf likewiſe, which 
zs {till ſtrengthening the Preſumption againſt 
the Truth of the whole. Does he ſay he had 
ever ſeen a Miracle performed by another ? 


Not ſo much as this neither E affirmed. 
33 2 | cc Such 
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c Such and woch Things are done; * here, 


when, or by whom we are totally in the Dark. 


A vague Teſtimony truly! and ſuch as I can- : 
not For my Life be brought to lay much Streſs 


„ laid to his Charge, than a Collection of 


« falſe Opinions.” This would in Truth be 


a good deal, but is not quite all; ſomething 
more is laid to his Charge, and the Word 


ſcarce implies Mr. D. was ſenſible of it. Dr. 


M. charges him not only with a groſs Ab- 
ſurdity of Opinions, (and from the Collec- 
tions he has made, this Charge appears too 


well founded) but with endeavouring to ſup- 
port theſe Abſurdities by a pretended Tradi- 
tion of them from the Apoſtles. This is not 
only delivering down falſe Doctrines, but a 
falſe Fact. Which Fact he muſt either have 


invented himſelf, or it muſt have been im- 
poſed upon him by ſome body elſe. Dr. M. 


has produced the Sentiments of ſeveral learn- 


ed Men upon the Character of this Fa- 
ther. Pbotius, an able Critick, he tells us, 
paſſes the following ſhort Cenſure upon his 
Writings; In ſome of them, the Purity 


of Truth, with reſpect to Eccleſiaſtical 
2 e is adukterated by his falſe and 


we « ſpurious 


ve Bebber any Thing more, ſays Mr. D, is 


1 
1 


I*1. 


te ſpurious Reaſoninge. Dri Whitly, upon 7 
his Miſtake of our Saviour's Age, cries out, 
© Behold here, according to Iren@ks, how 


„ all the Elders of Afa teſtify with one 


. Voice, that they had received from St. 


4. John and the other Apoſtles; a Tradition, 
concerning a Fact manifeſtly falſe! &c.” 


The learned Cave alſo tells us, © that he was 
e betrayed into this Error, — partly from a 
“ miſtaken Report, which he had ſome- 
where picked up (and it may be from his 
Maſter Papias) &c.” Papias, Dr. M. in- 
forms us, who is ſuppoſed to have been the 
Diſciple of St. Fobn, and Biſhop of Hierapo- 
lis, is ſaid to have given Riſe to moſt of the 
fabulous Traditions, which obtained in thoſe. 
early Days. Adding, that Dr. Whitby joins 
Treneus to him, and ſays, © it is very re- 
<« markable that theſe two earlieſt Writers of 
e the ſecond Century, who, on the Credit 
« of idle Reports and uncertain Fame, have 
delivered to us Things ſaid to be done by 
* the Apoſtles and their Scholars, have 
* ſhamefully impoſed upon us, by the For- 
1 gery of Fables and falſe Stories.” Now 
what does Mr. D. urge to juſtify Irenæus a- 
gainſt all theſe Accuſations? Why not a 
85 N he ſingles out the Particular Miſtake 
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imputed to 1 concerning the old Age of 


our Saviour, which with all his Skill is im- 
ꝑoſſible to be defended, and drops all the Reſt. 


Whether therefore we conſider him as Impo- 


Ing, or being Impeſed upon, the Reſult will 


be juſt the ſame. We can allow as little Cre- 
dit to his Teſtimony upon one Suppoſition as 


the other. For if © Papias could either by his 


e own Error, or a Deſire to deceive, cozen 


ce the Fathers of the pureſt Age in this, why 


« not alſo in ether Things? Why not 


« in Twenty, as well as one? And why 


<* might not Twenty others do it as well as 

© he?” This Paſſage Dr. M. cites from the 

great Mr. Chillingworth, as employed upon an 
: Gabon of the like Nature in his Contro- 
verſy with the Romanifts ; it would have been 


very much to Mr. D's s Purpoſe to have given. 


a clear and diſtinct Anſwer to. the ſeyeral 


Queſtions contained in it. 
Dr. M. has been the fuller upon 3 Cha- | 


raters of theſe-two Fathers, that, as he lays, 


« he might fave himſelf the Trouble of in- 


_ ©, larging in the ſame Manner on the Reſt,” 
But replies Mr. D. (P. 76) If he has no 
more to ſay of the Reh than he has made 


good againſt them, their. Credit will not 


«ſuffer much,. Cc. I cannot diſſemble; 


| * = #- 


oP ror ory a If ee ay; 7 


that their Credit does ſuffer in my Eſtimation 
by what the Dr. alledges, nor does Mr. D's 
Plea in their Favour furniſh a Mite towards 
repairing it. I know myſelf to be free from Pre- 
judices againſt them, and that I am heartily 
| inclined to believe their Accounts, if I could; 
| but upon the ſtricteſt Examination of what is 
brought in their Defence, I really find 
no Evidence to convince me. The Teſti- 
mony of each, ſeparately conſidered, appears 
to be of no Weight at all, but from theſe ſe- 
veral Nothings laid together, their Advocates 
would produce a Poſitive Sum; whereas 
were ten Thouſand more ſuch Witneſſes add- 
ed to them, the Amount of the whole would | 
be Nothing, 
Mr. D. obſerves (P. 77 um from p. 88 | 


to 66 of the Free Enquiry © there is a looſe 
«© Declamation about Tradition.” In which 


looſe Declamation, as he is pleaſed to term it, 

the Author has ingeniouſſy pointed out the 

Origin of Tradition, in what Manner and by 

whom it was firſt brought into Credit, and 
thence taken Occaſion to remark how liable 
the earlieſt and moſt eminent of the Fathers 


were to receive Errors upon Truſt, and hand 
them down to Poſterity. Between P. 66 and 


77, 1 find no manner of Attempt made 
)) 8 


> 2 


[60 
ce upon the Faith of all Hiſtory,” nor any 
| Inſinuation to that Purpoſe. 10 


We now proceed to the fourth general 


Head of the Free Enquiry, under which the 
Author takes a © Review of all the ſeveral 
< Gifts or Miraculous Powers, which were 


te actually claimed, or pretended to have been 


« poſſeſſed by the Primitive Church.” The 


firſt he inſtances in is that of raiſing the Dead, = 
which, ſays he, ?“ Irenæus affirms to have 


been frequently performed on neceſſary Oc- 


«© caſtons, and that Men ſo raiſed had lived 


* afterwards among them many Years.” He 


afterwards expreſſes his Aſtoniſhment, that if 
it was ſo frequent as Irenæus repreſents it to 
be, * there ſhould ſcarce be an Inſtance of it 


_ upon Record for the three firſt Centuries.” 


—One ſingle Caſe however he has mention- 


ed, as © ſlighly intimated by Euſebius, from 


1 the Books of Papias, and which he tells 
us Euſebius 5 ſeems to rank among the o- 


*© ther fabulous Stories delivered by that 
c weak Man,” To this Circumſtance Mr. 


D. ſays nothing, though, if a Church Hiſto- 


rian of Reputation who lived ſo near the 


Time as Euſebius did, rejects as fabulous 
the only Inſtance of this Miracle that eyer 


Was recorded, it cannot Fail of inducing a 
5 Suſpicion 


Suſpicion that the ele Pretence to it was 
groundleſs; it is at leaſt a tolerable Proof 
that he did not believe it himſelf. And if 
Euſebius did not believe it, why is it to be 
wondered at that Dr. M. gives no Credit to 
it? But let us hear Mr. D's Arguments. 
„ Now the ſuppoſed Frequency, (ſays he P. 
78) of this Miracle might have been the 
very Reaſon why particular Inſtances are 
te not recorded, fince all were equally extra- 
ordinary and had no diſtinguiſhing Cir- 
e cumſtances,” A ſtrange Way of Reaſon- 
ing to my Underſtanding; that the Frequen- 
cy of ſuch a Fact as this ſhould be brought 
as a Reaſon why not one ſingle Inſtance of it 
is recorded! Was it that the People of ſuch a 
| Country went to Bed at Night, and roſe again 
in the Morning, the Plea might be admitted 
as a pretty good one; but to ſee it ſeriouſly 
urged in the Caſe of a Fact of ſo extraordi- 
nary a Nature as that of raiſing the Dead, I 
muſt beg Leave to think, is downright ridi- 
culous, Conſider it well; it is no trifling, 
inconſiderable Buſineſs; the reſtoring to Life 
again a Peron known to be dead, is a ſtrik- 


ing and moſt aſtoniſhing Effect, that muſt a- 


waken the Attention of every one that be- 
T 1 75 it. We cannot ſuppoſe it to have hap- 


3 


S 18 
0 
t 
1 5 
= 
: 
K ; 
0 
1 
* 
* 
4 
.»£ 
. N 
J * 
, 
87 | 
; 
W > 
- 
1454 
i 1 N 
1 
t 
. 
: z 
W ; 
= 
1 
. 
Y — 
4 
jp N 
1 
: „ 
1 
44 y 
41: 
"3 
1 
$ 
7 
1 
1 
9 
: | 
o ; 
C : , 
? 
7 } 
=_ 
= 
1 
f 
: 
1 
1 
= 
WE | 
7 
1 
7 4 
/ 3 
17 
1 d 
14 
MN 
z 
. 


0 


l 62] 


pened ſo frequently, as that it ceaſed to ap- 


pear extraordinary, undiſtinguiſhed from all 


other Events, and unworthy the particular 


Recital of every Writer of the Age. 


Dr. M. goes on, Theophilus Biſhop of 
Antioch in the ſecond Century being chal- 
« lenged by his Friend Autolycus an eminent 


— | 


* Heathen, to ſhew him but one Perſon who 
c had been raiſed from the Dead, on the 
Condition of turning Chriſtian himſelf upon 
* Was not able to give him that Satisfac-. 
ce tion.” Mr. D. allows this to be a * plau- 


« ſible Objection, and the moſt to the Pur- 
e poſe of any in the whole Performance.” 


| . (P. 80) he undertakes to remove | 


and employs five Pages to ſhew how 


3 a Man of Senſe can argue, when he 
engages to defend the wrong Side of a Queſ- 


tion. It will not bear many Words; for as 


the Paſſage ſtands cited by himſelf, Theophi- 
lus's Anſwer to his Friend's Demand is no- 
thing but Shuffle and Evaſion, and plainly ; 


demonſtrates that he was not able to give 
him the Satisfaction he required, either by 


raiſing a Perſon himſelf, by letting him ſee 


one raiſed by any other, or by ſhewing him 
one now alive, whom he could make ſuffici- 


ent nal to have been once dead, In ſhort, 


— 


nothing 


1.5 : 
1 


| = 


[6g] 
nothing was done, nothing attempted of the 
kind, and whether it may not hence be con-. 


_ cluded, that the Power itſelf was at this 


Vw. withdrawn, and all Effects of it worn 
t, 3 Reaſon will ny deter- 


The next Gift that comes under Review, 


is that of healing the Sick, and curing all Sorts 


of Diſeaſes. Tertullian tells us, © that a 


« Chriſtan called. Proculus cured the Empe- 
for Severus of a certain Diſtemper by t 2 | 


cc Uſe of Oil: For which Service that Em- 


4 peror was favourable afterwards to the 
_« Chriſtians, and kept Proculus, as long as 


« he lived, in his Palace.” This Inſtance is 


__ produced by Dr. M: Upon which Mr. D. 
cries out exulting, (P. 85) © Here the Me- 

__ « thod, which is preſcribedto his Anſwerers, 
e had been uſed before-hand, the Perſons 
7 Healing and Healed, are ſpecified, and ſome 


te ſpecial Benefit of the Miracle credibly re- 
« ported.” —Of the Miracle I aſk. Of what 


Miracle ? Tertullian ſays nothing of a Miracle 
in the Caſe, and why we are to lay a greater 


Streſs upon it, and call it a Miracle when he 


does not, there is no Reaſon yet aſſigned, 

When a Man has once got his Head full of 

Mirashes. the commoneſt Events in Nature, the 
Riſing 
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Riſing of the Sun at Six o'Clock in the 


Morning may be deemed Miraculous. I ſee 


nothing to hinder a Suppoſition that Proculus 


might have a Reputation for Skill in the Cure 
of Diſtempers. Phyſick was at that Time, as 
it were, in a State of Infancy ; very far at leaſt 
from that State of Perfection it has ſince been 


brought to. The Emperor might be ill, 
Proculus ſent for, Oil applied, and Nature 


aſſiſting, the Patient recover. Whether Seve- 
rus conſidered the Cure as Miraculous or not, 
he might retain a Value and Affection for his 
' Phyſician, and afterwards for his Sake be ra- 


ther better diſpoſed towards his Friends the 


| Chriſtians : And this I think a very eaſy and 


natural Account of the Matter. 
But Dr. M. obſerves that the Heathens 


ec themſelves. pretended to this Power, and 


r through the certain Effect of Impoſture, 


they managed it with ſo much Art, that 
the Chriſtians could neither deny nor de- 


ee tect it, but inſiſted always, that it was per- 
&« formed by Dæmons or evil Spirits.“ From 
hence he infers, that the Pretence of Chriſ- 


tians to this Gitt could have little Effect in 
making Proſelytes amongſt thoſe who pre- 
tended to the fame. On the contrary Mr. D. 
(P. 86) thinks, * that nothing could be 


more 


FC... 
*© more proper for their Conviction than 2 
* Claim of ſuperior Power in the ſame 
% Way.” Now it is apparent to me that a 
Claim only of ſuperior Power in the ſame Way, 
was not ſufficient for their Conviction, that 
nothing leſs was requiſite than clear and un- 
deniable Progf, of which no Example is pro- 
duced. Mr. D. would have us look upon 
the Story of Severus and Proculus in this 
Light; he thinks it reaſonable to ſuppoſe that 
the Emperor tried his own People, before 
*© he applied to a Chriſtian.” We don't 
know that he did, but pofſibly he might, and 
yet Proculus cure him in a natural Way. We 
have every Day Inſtances of Patients who 
have been recovered by one Phyſician, after 
having been practiſed upon without Succeſs, 
and even given over by others. Had there been 
ſuch a Conteſt deſcribed to us as once hap- 
pened in Egypt, and the Superiority as con- 
ſpicuouſly declared in Proculus's Favour, we 
make no Scruple to admit that this would 
have been deciſive againſt Dr. M. But as we 


do not perceive the leaſt Degree of Similitude 


between the two Caſes, as we have no Evi- 
dence offered us that there was here any Com- 
| petition at all, we can look upon the Suggeſ- 
tion only as the Child of Mr. D's Imagina- 


oj tion, 
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[ 66 
tion, and accordingly lay it aſide as containing 
nothing to the Purpoſe. All the Miraculous 
Stories related of the Monk Hilarion, I muſt 
beg Mr. D's Leave to reject in a Bundle. 


The Free Enquiry next enters upon the 


the Caſe of the Demoniacs. Upon which the 


Author has been very full, having collected 


together great Plenty of Materials, in order 
to ſhew that there was much Art and Con- 


trivance employed in the Management of this 


Affair, and thence make it probable that the 


whole was counterfeit, and had nothing of 


Reality in it. Mr. D. allows (P. 87) that 


this was a Caſe attended with 2 Diffi- 
« culties,” And then refers us to a Treatiſe 


not long fince written, wherein, he ſays, the 


* Queſtion has been ſo largely diſcuſſed, that 
© he can preſume to add nothing to it.” 


What particular Treatiſe is here meant, I 


don't immediately recolle&. If he would di- 


rect us to any one of thoſe that have been 
written upon the Caſe of the Demoniacs de- 


{cribed to us in the New Teſtament, I think 


that none of theſe can be of any Moment in 
the preſent Diſpute. I believe that, when 


our Saviour came upon Earth, God Almigh- 
ty did permit evil Spirits to enter into the Bo- 


dies of Men; believe it dran the Authority 


0 


[6] 

of our Saviour himſelf, who in the Commil. 
fion he gave' to his Apoſtles to preach the 
_ Goſpel, and work Miracles in his Name, 
particularly gives them a Power to caſt out 
Devils, as diſtinct from that of healing the 
Sick, which, if theſe Pofſeſions had been only 
a Species of human Diſeaſes, there would 
have been no Occafion for him to do. And 
it appears probable that this Power was per- 
mitted to evil Spirits at that Time for ſome 
particular End and Purpoſe, which End and 

| Purpoſe we may again with ſome Probability 


cConjecture to be, to demonſtrate the ſupreme 


Power of Chriſt over all the Orders of Be- 
ings, through the whole Extent of Nature, 
This, I confeſs, to be my Notion with re- 
ſpect to theſe Poſſeſſions; but I have not the 
fame Authority to believe thoſe of After- 
Ages, ſo muck talked of by the Fathers, 
The whole End for which I can conceive 
they were permitted, being anſwered by what 
was done by our Saviour, and thoſe immedi- 
ately commiſſioned by him, I ſee no Reaſon 
for their Continuance, Before therefore I can 
be convinced that the Power of caſting out 
Devils was committed to any body after their 


Days, it muſt be evidently proved to me, that 


the Perſons from whom: they are pretended to 
K 7 have 
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have been ejected, were actually poſſeſſed 
by them, of which I declare myſelf at pre- 

| — extremely unſatisfied. 
I ſhall in this Place offer one Remark that 
has occurred to me upon this Head, I ob- 
ſerve that the Writings of every one of the 
Fathers, from whom Extracts he been here 
produced, are very full of theſe Poſſeſſions, 
and of the Power the Chriſtians had over them. 
1 obſerve that this is their general Topick of 
Declamation ; that all their famous Challenges 
to the Heathen Magiſtrates to come and ſee 
their mighty Works, which have been ſound- 
ed ſo loudly in our Ears, is only to come and 
ſee them caſt out Devils. They are never 
found calling upon their Adverſaries to come 
and ſee them raiſe a dead Perſon to Life; or 
reſtore a Man known to be a Cripple to the 
immediate Uſe of his Limbs; No! all their 
Boaſting terminates in this Point, Bring us a 
Perſon poſſeſſed with a Devil, and you ſhall 
preſently ſee any common Chriſtian command 
him out. This I cannot but look upon as a 
very ſuſpicious Circumſtance ; Why is this 
Miracle ſo particularly ſingled out _ all 
the Reſt? When Autolycus called upon his 
Friend Theophilus to ſhew him a Perſon raiſed 
from the Dead, Mr. D. (ho ſuppoſes him to 


3 9 have 


[ 69 
have * inſiſted on ſeeing one > actually raiſed 
* 7n his Preſence,”) thinks it ſufficient to re- 

ply, that Theophilus might feel no ſpecial Im- 
' pulſe to work this Miracle for the Sati faction 
of Autolycus. But here in the Caſe before us, 
the Parties are repreſented as ready to expel 


Devils every Day of the Week, or every 


Hour of the Day. What ſhould make this 


| Difference I wonder? Why ſhould it be more 


in their Power to drive out a Devil at a Mo- 
ment's Warning, than mo raiſe the Dead at a 
Moment's Warning? Is there any Odds in 
Miracles? Can the Power of God be com- 
manded more in one Caſe than in another ?— — 

All this furniſhes a ſtrong Preſumption that 
there were no real Devils to caſt out, and vaſtly 

weakens the Foundation of the great Streſs 
that has commonly been laid upon the pub- 

lick Appeals which the Chriſtians made to 
the Heathen Magiſtrates. 

We proceed now to the Caſe of Propbe- 
tick Viſions, and extatic Trances, and tbe Dif- 
covery of Men's Hearts: Dr. M. has been 
ſtill larger upon this Head than he was upon 
the former; and Mr. D, by giving no An- 
ſwer to any of the Particulars alledged, ſeems 
at once to give the Point up. — However I 


ſhall take the Liberty of offering a few 
- Thoughts 
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[70] 
Thouehts upon the laſt of theſe Articles, VIZ. 
tbe Diſcovery of Men's Hearts, though I do 
not find that the Former enters at all into the 
Diſcuſſion of it, or that it is even ſo much as 
mentioned by the Latter. In the Extract 
from Irenæus exhibited in the 12th Page of 
the Free Enquiry, there occur theſe Words. 


© We hear many in the Church indued with 
< Prophetick Gifts; ſpeaking with all kind 


of Tongues; laying open the Secrets of 


” «© Men for the Publick Good; and expound- 


ing the Myſteries of God.” Tertullian 
confines it to one, and that a Woman; 


there is a Siſter, ſays he, among us, that 
© knows the Hearts of ſome.” So that we 
have here the Teſtimony of Ireneus and Ter- 
tullian for the Exiſtence of this Gift, the Diſ- 


covery of Men's Hearts, among the Chriſtians 
of their own Times, in as full and expreſs 
Terms, as for that of the other Gifts ſpecified 


with it. Laying open the Secrets of Men can 


no otherwiſe be effected than by a Knowledge 
of their Hearts. Now I would obſerve that 


this is attributing to the later Chriftians a 


Power which it does not appear was ever 


vouchſafed to the Apoſtles themſelves. Therc 


is nothing of this Nature in the Commiſſion, - 


| Where their other Powers are  ſeverally dele- 


EE, os 


/ 
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gated to them, and where we might well ex- 
pect to have found this alſo inſerted, had it 


been intended for them. When they came 


to elect a Fellow-Apoſtle in the Room of the 
Traitor Judas, tis plain they were deſtitute 
of all ſuch Knowledge from the Words of 
their Addreſs to God, that he would direct 


| their Choice, upon this important Occaſion, 


e And they prayed, and ſaid, Thou Lord, 
e which knoweſt the Hearts of all Men, ſhew 
« whether of theſe two thou haſt choſen.” 
(Addis i. 24.) This is not only a manifeſt 
Excluſion of themſelves from all Pretence to 
the Power of inſpecting Hearts, but an indirect 
Appropriation of this Attribute to the ſu- 
preme Being alone. My Reaſon, I confeſs, 
ſuch as it is, leads me to believe, that God has 
always reſerved this Point of Knowledge to 
himſelf; Man could never arrive at it by his 
own natural Abilities, and I meet with no cer- 
tain Monument that it was ever communicated 
to Man. What looks the moſt like it, is the 
Story of Ananias and Sapphira, in the vth 
Chap. of the Ads; but as an Eſtate cannot 
be fold and bought without ſeveral Parties 


|  heing concerned, who muſt all be privy to 
the Particulars, it is not at all unreaſonable to 


ſuppoſe that S/. Peter might come at the 
Truth 


[ 52] 


Truth of the Matter without any Revelation 
more than was natural. Nothing can be 
clearer than that our Saviour was poſſeſſed of 


of it in the fulleſt Manner, which I really 
look upon as no weak Argument of his Divi- 


nity. Since then we have no ſure Grounds 
of Belief that this extraordinary Power was 
ever before committed to human Hands, not 
even to the Apoſtles themſelves, this muſt 
create ſome Degree of Confidence, that none 


who came after them were ſo highly favour- 
ed. The utmoſt, I think, that can be plead- 


ed is, that their Powers were of equal Extent 
with the Apoſtles; ſure it has a very odd and 
ſuſpicious Aſpect, to find it aſſerted, that 
they were entruſted with more. What now 


ſhall we ſay to theſe two Fathers as Witneſſes 
of Fact? Here is an Account of Gifts, as at 


that Time ſubſiſting, which in one Part, we 


have all imaginable Reaſon to conclude, is not 


true; What ſhould mduce us to give Credit 
to the Reſt? They muſt be ſuppoſed to have 


been as competent Judges in one Cale, as they 


were in the others. The only Inference that, 


I think, can be drawn from the whole of the 
Relation with any Advantage to the Authors 


is, that they believed them all upon the Re- 


ports of common Fame, without Examining 


Into 
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into their Foundation, or having been aſſured | 
of their Truth in a fingle Inſtance upon the 
Teſtimony of their own Senſes, 
They ſeem to have taken them upon Truſt, . 
juſt in the ſame Manner as Biſhop Jewel, and 
other learned and good Men received with an 
aſſured Belief, the filly groundleſs Stories of 
Witches and Witchcraft; or as Mr. Carte 
the preſent Hiſtorian, together with the moſt 
eminent Perſonages both in Church and State 
of ſome paſt Ages, have given in to all 
that Tram of Nonſenſe concerning the Effi- 
cacy of the Royal Touch for the Diſtemper cal- 
led the Evil. wy queſtion not but in both 
theſe latter Caſes there were Numbers of Men 
borne away by popular Error, who in all mo- 
ral and intellectual Qualifications were not in- 
ferior to any of the Primitive Fathers of the 
Church; and whoſe Reception of Facts for 
true, that are now generally allowed to haye 
had no Sort of Foundation, is near or quite 
upon a Level with the Caſe of theſe diſputed 
Miracles, and may all, I think, equally be 
accounted for upon the lame Principle of Cres 
auh. 
On the Gift of erpeundi ng. the Scriptures, 
or the Myſteries of God, Mr. D. tells us, the 
Dr. & advances nothing but what had been 
L C fad 


ta) 


« ſaid before; „And which I flatter myſelf 


theſe Papers have already ſhewn to be very 


znſufficiently anſwered. Some freſh Particulars 


however we do find here advanced, but we 


will forbear adding a further "Ent, til that 


oy on is removed. 


L. !aaſtly, the Gif# of Te ongues offers itlelf to 
our Conſideration. Upon which it is firſt to 
be remarked, that the whole Credit of this 


Miracle reſts upon the ſingle Authority of Iræ- 


neus. © It is obſervable, ſays Dr. M, that 
this Gift is mentioned but once by a ſingle 

« Writer, and then vaniſhed of a ſudden, 
« Se.“ And whether it can now be charg- 
ed upon a Man as Want of Candor, or of a 


proper Deference to this Writer's Character; 


if he rejects at once the whole of his Evi- 


dence upon the Subje& of Miracles, let Im- 


partiality determine. However that it may 


not be ſaid we paſs a Slight upon any Thing 


Mr. D. has thought fit to offer, we will exa- 
mine a little the Subſtance of his Reaſoning. 


<« Tt is very remarkable, ſays Dr. M, that this 


Primitive Biſhop, who aſcribes it fo libe- 


K rally to others, appears to have been in 


« great Want of it himſelf, for the Propaga- 


* tion of the Goſpel in his own Dioceſe, 
* among the Celte, or Gauls ; where as 


cc Dr. 


= 


3) 


*© Dr, Cave interprets his Words, it was not 
the leaſt Part of his Trouble, that he was 
e forced to learn the Language of the Coun. 


„ 


try; a rude and barbarous Dialect, before 
<« he could do any Good upon them.” — To 
get clear of the Force of this Account, Mr. 
D. is obliged to correct Dr. Cave, as well as 
Dr. M, as having © faid more for Træneus 
than ever he had faid for himſelf.” And 
then proceeds (P. 88, 89) to give Ireneus's 
Words at Length, and his own Tranſlation 


of them. Now ] do not ſufficiently compre- 
hend what it is Mr. D. would prove from 


this miſtaken Interpretation, granting it to be 
one. All I think Dr. M. attempts to ſnew 
is, that Ireneus, though he aſcribes the Gift 

off Tongues to others, yet was deſtitute of it 
| himſelf: And this is all he is at preſent con- 
cerned to ſhew. And does Mr. D's own 
| Tranſlation ſhew the contrary ? Nay ! does it 
not fully confirm and eſtabliſh the Dr's Argu- 
ment? © But you will not,” fays the Fa- 


ther, expect from us, who reſide among 


the Gals, and are chiefly engaged in a bar- 
« barous Dialect, any artificial Compoſition 
of Words which we have not learned,” 
&c. In what Manner could he have expreſſ- 
ed himſelf to make it plainer, that he had 


3 learnt 1 
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learnt the Click Language in ſome Degree, 


but not to Perfection; not ſo as to be able to 


frame in it an artificial Compoſition of Words? 
% We are engaged in a barbarous Diale& ; ” 
The very Term manifeſts there was no ſuper- 
natural Knowledge of the Language infuſed 
into him, becauſe no Dialect can with any 
x Propriety be ſaid to be barbarous in reſpect to 
the Holy Ghoſt, to whom all Dialects are 
"equally eaſy, and perhaps equally ſmooth 
and harmonious. Whether therefore he 
literally complains, that he was forced to 
learn the Language of the Country, before 
he could do any Good upon the People, or 
Whether he does not, 'tis certain, that had 
he been inſtantaneouſſy furniſhed with a 
compleat Knowledge of it, he had been 
| capable of doing more Good, and produ- 
eing quicker Effects, than he could do by 
an imperfect one, gradually to be attained 
by Labour and Induſtry. Dr. M. obſerves 
farther; It is not credible that a Gift of 


e ſuch eminent Uſe ſhould intirely eee, 
« while all the reſt were ſubſiſting in full 


« Vigor, and abounding every Day more 
„ and more.” * Now, replies Mr. D. 
(P. 9o) beſides that he takes a Point 
for granted, which he has by no Means 


proved, 


Bo. 
« proved, namely that the Gift of Tongues 
« had then ceaſed, yet if we were to al- 
low the Fact we ſhould not allow his 
«© Obſervation upon it; for 'tis not only 
* poſſible but eaſy to aſſign a good Cauſe, why 
« this Gift in particular might be withdrawn, 


« and the reſt continued.” That the Gift 5 


of Tongues had ceaſed in Trancus's Days, I 
have no Doubt remaining in my Mind; his 
not being poſſeſſed of it himſelf, in that Part 
of the World where he was ſituated, goes 
much farther with me, to prove that there 
was then no ſuch Thing ſubſiſting, than his 
poſitive Affirmation, that there was. But I 
muſt obſerve, this is laying a Work upon 
Dr. M, that does not belong to him. He is 
no Way concerned to prove that it was ceaſed. 
| Before he has Occaſion to undertake this 
Point, it is incumbent upon Mr. D. to prove 
that it exiſted; its Exiſtence muſt precede its 
Ceaſing; which Exiſtence is not to be taken 
for granted, but fairly to be proved by Overt- 
Acts. It is to be taken for granted that Miracles 
ceaſed with the Apoſtles; that they did not, 
is the Thing to be proved; and this can no 
otherwiſe be proved, than by aſcertaining In- 
ſtances of their Continuance; when Mr. D. 
Has brought out one of theſe Inſtances into open 


View, 
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View, it will-be Time for Dr. M. to conſider | 


of a proper. Reply. 


But tis ſaid, a a good Cauſe may be af- 
" « faned, why this Gift in particular might 
c be withdrawn, and the reſt continued,” — 

 Hitherto it is not proved againſt Dr. M. that 
any others continued; ſo no Forces can be 
drawn from this Quarter. To the ſubſequent 
Reaſonings in Confirmation of this Notion, I 
| anſwer, that in the Notion itſelf Mr. D. runs 


as counter to the prevailing Opinion, as Dr. 


M. does in his general Suppoſition of 2 Mz- 
racles after the Apoſtles. It has commonly 
| been reputed that the Gift of Tongues was of 
all others the moſt expedient to be continued 
for the Converſion of Infidels; and I am per- 
fuaded, that ſhould God Almighty at this 
Time think it proper to ſend a Perſon inveſted 
with Miraculous Powers to bring the ſeveral. 
Nations of wild Indians to the Chriſtian Faith, 
he would make a very flow Progreſs in the 
Work, unleſs he was firſt impowered to ſpeak 
to them in their own Tongues. The chief 
Intent therefore of this Gift ſeems to be, not 
ſo much to convince Unbelievers by its own 
Evidence of the Authority a Perſon acts un- 
der, as to gain Admiſſion into Diſcourſe with 


them, and . furniſh him with Oppor- 


tunities 
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tunities of producing his other Credentials. 


Dr. M. ſuppoſes the Pretenſions to this Gift 


* to be dropped before the Reſt, becauſe it 
e could not eaſily be counterfeited,” The 
« contrary to which, Mr. D. (P. 92) aſſerts 
e tobe true.“ I agree with bun that it might 
be counter feited; but then 1 agree likewiſe 
with Dr. M, that to acquire a Number of 


4 Languages by natural Means, and to a 
« Degree that might make them paſs for a 
« ſupernatural Gift, was a Work of ſo much 
« Difficulty and Labour,” that few Perſons 


would be found reſolute _ to £0 thro” 
- 


Mr. D. next | proceeds to take Notice: * 


the Charge Dr. M. brings againſt S7. Chry- 


ſoſtom and St. Auſtin; I would only deſire the 
Reader carefully to attend to the Self- Contra- 


dictions the Dr. has produced from both theſe 


Writers, and then ſee how far Mr. D's Solu- 


tion of the Matter will go towards TOO 
them. 


If Mr. D. can find any Thing to ſupport 


him in the Belief of the Miracles ſaid to be 
wrought by Simeon Stylites, 1 acknowledge ; 
him to be a better Believer than I am. 


I perceive this Gentleman thinks himſelf 


likewiſe obliged to defend the Truth of the 


Story, 
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. on which Dr. Berriman has inſiſted, 
concerning the Orthodox Chriſtians of Afri. 


ca, who are ſaid to have ſpoke articulately 

and diſtinctiy, after their Tongues had been 

cut out by the Order of Hunneric the Vandal. 
There are ſeveral Pages from 94 to 99 em- 
ployed to this Purpoſe. To all which I ſhall 
only anſwer, that the ſame Hiſtorians who 
have delivered this Fact down to Poſterity, re- 
late alſo with equal Confidence that at the ſame 
Time there were others (amongſt the Ortho- 
dox that is to ſay) who by their great Piety 
raiſed the Dead, and reſtored Sight to the 
Blind; particularly that Vindemialis, Longi- 
nus, and Eugenius, three holy Biſhops, per- 

formed repeated Miracles to the utter Confu- 
ſion of their Adverſaries. Here then at laſt 
in the very latter End of the fifth Century, 
we have Brſhops pointed out, not aſſerting that 


Miracles were wrought by others, but actual- 


ly working them themſelves; a Thing we 
have been all along looking after, but never 
ſo fortunate as to meet with till now. 80 
that when it is required of us to Believe, 
that the Africans talked very well with- 
out Tongues, I hope we ſhall have Li- 
berty to believe theſe other wonderful Stories 
alſo : Becauſe I can ſee no Shadow of a Rea- 
„ » ſon 
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ſon why one is to be* admitted, and the 
reſt rejected. Eſpecially when we conſider 
the Occaſion upon which it is affirmed 


theſe Miracles were all wrought. Which 
was, not to convert Infidels to Chriſtianity, 5 
but the Followers of Arius to the Atbanaſian 


Faith: A Cauſe that to be ſure muſt call for 
the Aſſiſtance ff every other Miraculous 


Power as well as this, which, I think, may 
| properly be called, the Git of ſpeaking wit 
out Tongues. — In ſhort, all the Parties here 


concerned, profeſſed themſelves to be Chri- 


 frians; they only differed in the Explication 
of a Doctrine, which both Sides allowed to 
be founded in the New Teſtament ; For my 


own Part, I am fully convinced that the 


Arian Explication is falſe ; but withal I can- 
not help being diffident, whether God has 


ever ſo infallibly determined the Athanaſian to 


be true, as the working Miracles in its Favour 
muſt be conſtrued to imply. Tis certain, 


„ 
there have been many learned and pious Men 


through all Ages of the Church, who moſt 


probably would not ſtand out againſt the 
clear Evidence of a Miracle, that yet have 
entertained Doubts upon this, arduous Queſ- 
tion; which they. can be ſuppoſed to have 


done upon no other Principle, than that the 
M Miracles 


82 } 
Miracles * to decide the Diſpute have 
appyared. to them to want ſuch Ev idence.— 
have one further. Obſervation to make and 
it is this; That when God' Almighty thought 


tt to deliver his Will © to Mankind in the 
Holy Scriptures, it ſeems | to caſt a Reflection 
S ub his W iſdom, as if be did Things * 
Ba 


lves, to ſuppoſe it neceſſary for him 


work Miracles in order to aſcertain the ae 


of thoſe Scriptures. This wopld be multi- 


x Bag the Neceſſity of Miracles to an infinite 

Sk gree, and continuing it as long as there is 

A "Frog headed Man in the World; beſides 
that it would deſtroy the univerſal Truth of 
this Propoſition, from which we cannot de- 
part, that the Scriptures are ſufficiently plain : 
in all Things neceſfary to Salvation. 


Mr. D's next Undertaking i is to, lick a fa 


mods Paſſage of Tertullian into Shape : 


Which all the Plaſtick Art of ten Men more, 


with each of them the Ingenyity of Mr. D, 
5 can never do. ' So long as Words are ſuffered 


to retain their plain Meaning; 1. ſo long as We 


keep our Eyes clear of Duſt, and permit. not 


the Sophiſtry of Diſpu tants to baffle us out of 
dur Dgger agcgg 0 long We ſhall inſiſt 


pon the Privilege of ranking what is advan- 
<d. in it * N the Bot of abſurd 35 
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: 55 Bene «ad 
of the "Thias even in "he Eftimation of an 
Uubelie ber, alligned as a Reaſon for it's Ser- 


ug rafter, which he has given of "the antient 


(81 
keines. Nr. D. is not himſelf able to put the 


Face of Senſe | upon it; © Being buried he 
Ky * role a again 1. is e Oh, is on our 


1 87 is the 155 8 - 


tainty to a Belever; Shocking and egregious 
Nonſenſe, as ever came from the Pen or 


Tongue of the moſt bigotted Adherer to the 
| Pop iſh Church! A miſerable Comment in- 
ace upon St. Paul's Words, and ſuch a one 
as, I believe, St. Paul, himſelf would not have 
thanked Mr. D. for retaining in his Service. 

1 beg Mr. D's Pardon; but with the little 

Share of Reaſon God has been pleaſed to bleſs 


me, I will judge of the Meaning of plain 


Words for mb and not ſuffer it to be im- 


„ 


whatſoever. i 


We are OY now to the üb and 12 


| pai 0 Oedt d er b. bare been made to 
his Argument. 


The Firſt of thele is is, ee chat by the K. 
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„Fathers, the Authority of the Books of the 


Uwe” "New Te Hament, which. were tranſmitted to 
* us through their Hands, will ve rendered 


* e os.and uncertain.” F 
To this he anſwers; 3 that the er 
cc « of theſe Books 1 not depend on the Faith 


92 14 


« of the Fathers, or any Particular Set of 


bc Men, but on the general Credit and Re- 
cc ception which they found with all the pri- 


e vate Chriſtians of thoſe Ages, whoſe Inte- 


e reſt it was to preſerve them, and whoſe | 
* religious Regard for them, beſides the 
ce Jealouſies of Parties, did excite their 
"ec Care to preſerve them.” „ replies 5 
Mr. D. (P. 105) © if the principal Teach- 
tc ers and Governors of the Church were ſo 


2 
: 


te 


credulous and ſuperſtitious, and ſo little 
ſcrupulous of any Arts or Means to propa- 
gate their Opinions, I fear the private Peo- 
Das... taught by. them, muſt ſuffer in their 
«Credit likewiſe, and might not be the pro- 
e pereſt Guardians of the ſacred Depojitum.” 
In this Paſſage we find nothing proved, or fo 
much as aſſerted; Mr. D. only ſuggeſts. his 


"ee 


* 


ſide, as being abſolutely without Toundsdon. 
The whole of what is advanced by Dr, M. 


1 X * 


1 in Lookgnitich of his, . Argument, might, ſo 


889 nl =y 


far 


"own Fears, © which though very commenda- 
ble, I really think he may venture to lay a- 


45 


[8%] 
far as I can judge of the Matter, have entire- 
ly prevented them.. Beſides, he ſeems to have 
forgot a Circumſtance, which it is proper to 
remind him of. Dr. M. has, we know, en- 
deavoured to make appear, that the immedi- 
ate Succeſſors of the Apoſtles made no Pre- 
tenſions at · all to Miraculous Gifts, that the 
firſt Time we hear of any ſuch Claim, is in 
Juſtin Martyr's firſt Apology, preſented a- 
bout the Year of Chriſt 140; conſequently 
that there is a Vacancy of more than half a 
Century, wherein the Fidelity of the Teach- 
ers and Governors of the Church is liable to 
no Suſpicion. IJ preſume it is ſhewn in the 
Beginning of theſe Papers, that Mr. D. has 
not evinced the Dr. of any Miſtake in this 
Article. If this Point then be ſuppoſed to 
be made out, we have here an Interval pro- 
vided for multiplying Copies of the New 
"Teſtament, difficult as the Work might be, 
and diſperſing, them into ſuch a Number of 
Hands, as to put it, I may ſay, beyond a 
Poſſibility, they ſhould be materially altered 
or corrupted afterwards, even had there been 
an Inclination ſo to do, as, with all the Faults 
and Failings the Fathers had about them, I 
ſee Reaſon to be ſatisfied there was not. 
But, ſays the Dr, I may go a Step far- 
ther, and venture to declare, that if we 
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4 allow alle; „ it cannot in any 
* Manner hurt my 
te and Credulity of Witneſſes ſhould always 


« detract from the Credit of their Teſtimony, 
* 'who can help it? If the Authority of any 
Books be really weakened by the Cha- 
* rafter which I have given of the Fathers, 
de will it fallow from hence that the Cha- 


“ taQer muſt neceſſatily be falſe ? Mr. D. 
LY Hikes this ſtill worfe, ind declares it, as 


« his Opinion, that at leaft the Argument is 
« 5 in the Month of a profeſſed Chri- 
ftian.” How far I may ſubje& myſelf to 
Mr. D's Cenſure, I do not know; but I free- 
ty declare it as my Opinion, that no Man need 
be much afraid of the Conſequences of Truth. 
I have long been perſuaded that all Truths 
are coincident with each other; That no 
one Truth can claſh or interfere with ano- 
ther, that the Eſtabliſhment of one, can no 
Way tend to the Deſtruction of another. If 
therefore the Miracles upon which this Dif-- 
pute p roceeds are really not true, I foreſee: 
n Danger in diſcarding them. The Chriſ-* 
tian Religion cannot want ſuch Aſſiſtance; 
truſt we ſhall keep it upon it's Legs without 
them. It's Foundation is good, and ſure 1 
-- the Author can never defire to have it ſup- 
ported by Falthood. N 


Argument. If the Craft 
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The Seed Objection that Dr. M. takes 
Notice of againſt his Scheme, is, “that all 
«Suſpicion of Fraud in the Caſe of the 
e Primitive Miracles ſeems to be precluded 
* by that Publick Appeal and Challenge, 
40 Which the Chriſtian Apologiſts make to 
ce their Enemies the Heathens, to come and 
6 ſee with their own Eyes the Reality of the 
Facts which they atteſt.” Mr. D. (P. 
109) pronounces this Objection a © material 
one,“ and tells us, he was wondering, be- 
fore he read the Performance, how the Dr, 
would get clear of it. Perhaps the Gentle- 
man's Wonder may by this Time in ſowe 
| Meaſure be over; if not, I would refer bim 
back to my Reflections upon the Caſe of 

ejefting Demons, where 1 have anticipated 
what would have been proper to be intradu- 
ced here, and 1 is, I myſt inſiſt, very fall to | 
the Purpoſe. I ſhall therefgre diſmiſs the 
Queſtion, with the Addition of this Obſerva- 
tion only, that in Caſe the Heathens did 
themſelves admit the Notion of Poſeffons, the 
Appeal was very properly and acutely made 
by the Apologiſts, becauſe it was Tangent 
with them upon their on bripciples; z i they 
the Notioo, then tis uo Sort of 
Wonder thax they a the all ae 
ut 
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and there is ſomething fo. difagreeable to 
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But whether they did or no, as it is ſo highly | 


probable the Poſſeſſions were not real, the Ap- 


peal carries no Degree of Prov | in it with 
reſpe& to us. 5 
_ Thirdly, It i is urged againſt. Dr. M M. that 


- Suſpicion of Craft can reaſonably be. en- 


4 tertained againſt Perſons of ſo exalted a 


15 Piety, who expoſed themſelves to Perſe- 
* cution and even to Martyrdom, in Confir- 
mation of the Truth of what they taught.” 
Dr. M. employs a great many Pages in ſetting | 
this Objettion afide ; Mr. D. alſo fays a 
good deal in Reply. For my own Part to 
ſpeak ingenuouſly, it is an Objection that has 
ſtuck the longeſt with me of any that has 
been offered. It appeared to me at firſt Sight 8 


that by admitting the Truth of the Dr's Sy- 


ſtem, it would be neceſſary for me to think 
ill of theſe Primitive Men, whem it has 


always been my Tnclinatjon to think well 95 
good - natured Man in finding himſelf obligec 00 
to alter his Opinion from good to bad of any 

Perſon whatſoever, that "twas with great Re- 
luctance I could turn my Thoughts towards 
ſo unpleafing an Object. But upon conſider- 


ing the Matter with ſome Attention, 1 at lf : 
And Le reed from this Neceſſity. 1 find bo 
. 
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it very poſlible, to preſerve a 405 Reſpect, nay, 
ſome Degree of Veneration for their Charac- 
ters, and at the fame Time allow the Truth 
of the worſt that is here laid to their Charge. 
In ſpite of all, I truly believe many of them 
to have been moſt excellent and incompara- 
ble Men, as it would be unjuſt to believe o- 
therwiſe, of Men, who devoted their whole 
Lives to the Service of Religion, and at laſt 
laid them down for the Truth of it. We a- 
gree that this is no irrefragable Argument of 


the Truth of any Doctrine, but it is the utmoſt 


Proof that tis poſſible for any Man to give, 
that he is ſincere in his own Profeſſion of it. 
How then, it will now be demanded, are 
they to be vindicated ? How are theſe Things 
to be made confiſtent? Before I attempt to 
anſwer theſe Queſtions, I will defire the 
Reader to throw off all contracted Notions in 
Favour of thoſz particular Opinions in which 
he has been educated, and of that Religion 
which is embraced and eſtabliſhed in the 
Country where he was born, and extend his 
Thoughts for a Moment over Chriftendom ; 
where, when he has conſidered the State of 
it in religicus Matters, he will find that at 
leaſt two Third Parts of the Chriſtian 
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World, are A attached to the Religion 
of Rome, of which the Pope is the Head. 


He may now perhaps be prepared for this 
Queſtion on my Side; What he ſincerely 
thinks of this Affair? Does he think that 
the Romaniſis in general, at leaſt the moſt 
learned and ſenſible among them, do really 
believe the Chriſtian Religion, or not? To 
ſpeak my own Sentiments in the Caſe, I 
make no Doubt but great Numbers of them 
would, as freely as the Primitive Fathers did, 
lay down their Lives in Vindication of it. 
The Annals of our own Country will fur- 
niſh us with two very remarkable Inſtances in 
Confirmation of what I advance, viz. Sir 
Thomas More, and Biſhop Fiſher, who are 


both unanimouſly efteemed to have been 


great and good Men, and who both choſe 
to ſuffer Death, rather than renounce the 


Supremacy of Chriſt's Vicar; we cannot 
with any Candor ſuppoſe they would have 
done leſs for Chriſt himſelf. As little will 


Impartiality juſtify us in ſuppoſing that theſe 


were the only two good Men who have liv- 
ed and died in that Communion. — Well 


then; we will proceed to aſk one Queſtion 


farther. Do the Men of this Character a- 
mongſt 


C5 J 

mongſt the Papiſts really balleve the Hiſtory 
of Miracles as it is continued in their own 
Church, or do they not? If they do believe 
It, then a large Number of learned and able 
Men may be deluded, and impoſed upon. If 
they do not believe it, the Conſequence will 
then be, that pious and good Men, ſuch as 
would not ſcruple to lay down their Lives 
upon the general Queſtion of their Religion, 
may, for what they think Reaſons of Expe- 
diency, concur in countenancing and propa- 
gating of Falſhood. What then, methinks I 
hear it ſaid, are the Primitive Fathers to be 
compared with the Members of ſo corrupt 

a Church as that of Rome? Truly I perceive 

no Injury done them by the Compariſon. 


In this moſt corrupt Church there are 


doubtleſs many excellent Men, whoſe Praiſes 
deſerve to be celebrated, of whom upon the 
whole we cannot ſo much as think without 
the profoundeſt Reſpect, and with whom 
therefore it can be no Diſgrace to any one, 
who only calls himſelf a Man, to be com- 
pared. The only Inference then that, I 
think, does really, reſult from the Compariſon 
is thisy: that human Nature is near alike in 
all Ages and States of the Church; and that 
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many Errors and very abſurd Opinions are 
conſiſtent with a general Diſpoſition to Vit- 


tue, a general Love to Religion, and indeed 


with very high Degrees of Piety. 


Laſtly, It is objected againſt the Am 
of the Free Enquiry, © that to reject the 


_ © unanimous Teſtimony of the Fathers, in 
* their Reports of the Primitive Miracles; 


00 will deſtroy the Faith and Credit of all 


« Hiſtory,” This Objection I claim the 
Privilege of thinking Dr. M. has ſo fully and 
ſolidly refuted, that nothing can be added to 
make it clearer, that the Faith and Credit of 
__Hiftory is quite unconnected: with the Truth 
or Falſhood of the Miracles in Diſpute. Mr. 
D. has indeed obliged us with a copious Re- 
ply, the Pertinency of which, or of any Part 
of which, to the preſent Occaſion, is far 


from being clear to me. The ſole Queſtion 
is, whether an Hiſtorian may not be to be 


credited in his Relation of common Facts, 
that may deſerve no Credit at all in the Ac- 


count he gives of Miracles? To illuſtrate his 
Reaſoning upon this Point, the Dr. has in- 


troduced the Abbe de Vertot, as an Inſtance to 
his Purpoſe, . 'This celebrated Hiſtorian has 
wr itten the Revolutions of Rome, of Sweden, 


and 


D. does not ſay one Syllable to it, which 


1 


and of Portugal, which are juſtly. in Eſteem 
with all People; at the ſame Time his Hiſ- 
tory of the Sacred Vial is ridiculous to the 


greateſt Degree. Now, ſays Dr. A. What 


e will our Advocates of the Primitive Mira- 
8 cles. ſay to this? Will they tell us here, as 
« they have often done on ſimilar Occaſions, 
«x = by rejecting the Authority of Mr. de 
\« Vertot, and his Witneſſes in this Story, we 
e deſtroy the Faith of all his other Stories, 
* and can no longer take his Word for any 
„ Thing, which he has related of Rome, or 


ec Sweden, or Portugal?” Why truly Mr. ic. 


looks very much as if he was conſcious of 


the Force of it. He has done ſomething to- 
Wards puzzling the Cauſe, and leading his 
Reader away from the principal Conſidera- 
tion, which thoſe who want a rational Solu- 
tion cannot be content with. As there is no 


Attempt made to ſhew, why we may not 


give Credit to the other Hiſtories of * 


while we reject that of the Sacred Vial; 
no Reaſon is aſſigned, why we may not re- 


ceive the Works of all other Hiſtorians, as 
well as his, upon the fame Footing, allowing 
them different Degrees of Credit according to 


the 


[94] 
the Nature of the Subject they treat of, I ſee 
nothing to the contrary, but that the Faith 
of Hiſtory in general (general Hiſtory being 
no more than the collective Body of particu- 
lar Hiſtories) ſtands firm and unſhaken, how 
clearly ſoever Dr. M. may be preſuell to 
bave ſet aſide the Teſtimony of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtian Writers . ran 0" ar ans of 
Miracles. ap 
„ have now attended Mr. D. through hi 
whole Performance, and for a Concluſion of 
my Remarks, ſhall in my Turn give a ſhort 
i View of the Argument as it ſtands at PS 
ſent. e 5 
The Evidence for the Exiſtence of -Mira- 
cles for the firſt Century after the Apoſtles, 
reſts ſolely upon the Strength of three Paſ- 
fages, one taken from St. Clement”s Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, the other two from St. na- 
tins, That from St. Clement is thus expreſ- 
fed; © Let a Man be faithful, let him be 
* powerful in the Utterance of Knowledge; 
ce, let him be wiſe in making an exact Judg- 
* ment of Words, let him be pure in all his 
*; Actions. The firſt from St. Ignatius is 
his Addreſs to the Church of Smyrna, in 
i theſe Words; 9 0 the Church, "which 
rb „ 


[ 95 4 
« God hath mercifully bleſſed with every 
good Gift, being filled with Faith and 
Charity, ſo that it is wanting in no Gift.“ 


The other is in his Epiſtle to the Romans, 


when he was going to ſuffer Martyrdom, 


where we find the following Words; I am 


willing to die for God, unleſs you hinder 
(or forbid) me, I beſeech you that you 
« ſhew not an unſeaſonable good Will to- 


AN. 


« wards me. Suffer me to be F ood for the 
ee wild Beaſts.” The Reader is deſired to 


try what he can get out of theſe Paſlages, 
and whether they will bear the Streſs that 
is laid upon them. 

I The next Evidence that is alledand. in Sup- 


port of theſe Miracles, 1s the Teſtimony of 
Fuſtin Martyr, and Irene@us; but we have 


ſeen that their Atteſtations are too general; 
that they affirm nothing in particular, not 


one ſingle Miracle as either wrought by 


themſelves, or which they had ſeen wrought 
with their own Eyes by any other Perſon. 


The latter alſo atteſts too much; he affirms 
that the primitive Chriſtians were poſſeſſed 
of higher Powers, than there is any Proof 
were ever entruſted to the Apoſtles them- 
; ſelves. And whether this does not vaſtly 

| weaken, 


* 
KL 
$7] 

i 
F 

3 

| 
q * 

ö 


* 
C 


A 
weiken, if not totally deſtroy, the Force of 
his Evidence with reſpect to all the Reſt, 
the Reader muſt judge. The ſame Father 
_ declares farther, © that all who were truly 
* Diſciples of Jeſus, worked Miracles in his 
«© Name.” 80 that if we pay any Regard at 
all to his Authority, we muſt believe that 
every Perſon worked Miracles, who fincerely 
embraced the Chriſtian Faith. 
The Story of Polycarp's Martyrdom is next 
brought, as an undeniable Inftance of the 
Miraculous Powers here contended for. But 
whether it has been proved, that there was 
any Thing at all ſupernatural in the whole 
Affair; whether the Incredibility of ſome of 
the Circumſtances faid to attend it, does not 
render it impoſſible for us to believe it in any 
Part, ſo far as is Miraculous, muſt alſo be 
left to the impartial Judgment of the Reader. 
Moreover, the Intimation above given, is to 
be taken along with us, that, ſuppoſing this 
Miracle to have been really true, it proves 
nothing againſt the Poſition Dr. M. ander. 
took to eſtabliſh. _ = 
It is next alledged that the Silence of the 
primitive Writers upon the Subject of Mira- 
cles ceaſing with the Apoſtles, is a preſump- 
tive 


PREY 


tive Argument in Favour, ef cheir Conti- 
nuance; — Whether their Silence upon it 
whenever they did ceafe, is not as good an 
Argument they never ceaſed at all;-is Ow 
ta the Reader's Conſideration.) | Dr. M. ſup- 


| * Suppoſition. . 


deen exerted in his Days; It appears chat, 
1 when Autolyeus an eminent Heathen deſired 


7 his Friend Theophilus Biſhop: af Antioch, Who 
j lived at the ſame Time, to ſhew-him a Per- 


ſon raiſed from the Dead, upon which Con- 


dition he would turn Chriſtian himſelf, Tea 


philus was not able to ſatisfy. his Demand, 
either by letting him fee a Perſon raiſed in 
his Preſence, or ſhewing him one alive, 
whom he could prove to have been once trad. 


the Exiſtence! of . theſe Miraculous Powers, 


O Sick; 


poſes them to have decreaſed gradually even 
in the Apoſtles Days; fo that People might 7 
be under ng more Surprize at their entire 
Oeſſation then, than they muſt be imagined 

to have been in ara upon: the _ 


e E r 


As tothe Power of "aide: the Dead, aſſerted Ez 
8 by Areneus to have exiſted and frequently 


Ihere is but one Inſtance, I think, more, 
by which Mr. D. attempts to convince us of 


and that is under the Article of Healing tbe 
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Proculus cured the Empe 
Diſtemper by the Uſe of Oil. But it has 
been erw, that Tertullian WhO relates 
the Story, makes no mention at all of ' a 

Miracte b in the Caſe, His Werds are theſe; 
A Chriſtian called Procilus cured the Em- L 


* a SS 
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_ the Uſe of Oil: For which Service 8 d 


« Chriſtians, and kept Proculus, - as long a8 


A fob: this carries the” Appearance of any 
Thing Miraculous; or whether it can be 
incumbent upon us to call it a Miracle, 
when Tertullian ſays nothing of the Mat- 


one by one into the Field; I have re- 


disjointed, and ill armed: Not one of them 


the Place to be attacked, and muniply their 
Numbers as you pleaſe,” unleſs they come out 


= 981. 


Siek; umher it ap 


pears that 2 rn called 
Severus of a 


peror Severus of a certain Diſtemper by 
Empetor was favourable afterwards to the 


& he lived, in his Palace“ Whether there- 


ter, let the impartial Reader determine. 
I have now brought all Mr. D's Forces 


viewed them apart, and find them weak, 


provided with an offenſive Weapon againſt 


better furniſhed and equipped, it will be no 


ae of Seen 80 I” the beſt 
2 e 4 5 Thing, 


601 


Thing, I think, he can do, is wy to diſ- 
miſs them his Service. = 
After all, Let it not be nden that 

I take upon me peremptorily to decide 


upon the Queſtion, whether Miraculous 
Powers did, or did not, ſubſiſt in the Chri- 


ſtian Church after the Days of the Apo- 
ſtles; The whole and only = of theſe 
Papers is to ſhew, that Dr. M's Hypotheſis 
may be true, for ought any Thing Mr. D. 
has ſaid to diſprove it. 3 
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